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SOVIET UNION SPECIAL NUMBER 
~ Visitors from a Collective Farm Having Wonderful Time 
at the USSR Agricultural Exhibition, Moscow, 1939 (Sovfoto) 
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FROM WAGON WHEEL TO STAINLESS STEEL 
A Glance into the Past... and the Future 


Not so many years ago, covered wagons 
snailed their way Westward—fifteen 
miles per weary day. Against this back- 
ground of tedious travel, the Burlington 
Zephyr era, which began just ten years 
ago, stands in striking relief. 

When the Pioneer Zephyr, America’s 
first Diesel-powered, streamline train, 
made its record-breaking, non-stop speed 
run from Denver to Chicago in May, 
1934, it was telling America that a new 
day—a Z day—in railroad transportation 
was at hand. It made that 1015-mile run 
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in only 13 hours and 5 minutes—an av- 
erage of 77.61 miles per hour—a record 
eclipsed only by a bigger Zephyr in the 
opposite direction two years later. 

On Armistice Day, 1934, the Pioneer, 
“Daddy of ’em all?’ began its daily round- 
trip run, Lincoln and Omaha to Kansas 
City—first streamline train to enter reg- 
ular service. In April, 1935, twin trains 
inaugurated Zephyr service between Chi- 
cago and St. Paul-Minneapolis—twice 
daily since June, 1935. In May, 1936, 
Burlington Zephyrs established the first 
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regular overnight service (16 hours) be- 
tween Chicago and Denver. 

Today, the Burlington has fourteen 
stainless steel Zephyrs and a fleet of fine 
steam trains serving America—carrying 
more passengers than ever before in 
Burlington history. 

To the question “What’s ahead for 
the railroads?” we point to the prog- 
ress of the past ten years with the 
assurance that there will be equally 
dramatic advancement in the peacetime 
years to come. 
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(All photos by Sovfoto) 


Russia at War 


Men, women, children, old and young — everybody 


in Russia works hard and cheerfully for the war effort. 
A third of the country was devastated, yet daily tasks 
went on, including the manufacture of munitions, 
even under shellfire, as at Leningrad during the siege. 
Women do much of the work in factories (see No. 
3); and with some help from old folks, most of them 
work on farms, too. (No. 4 shows them in the sugar- 
beet fields of Siberia.) Old men act as air watchers (See 
No. 2). Most able-bodied men are at front (No. 5 
shows a sniper at work); but 
many, too, are in the fao- 
tories as apprentices, 
workers, teachers. 
(The comrade in 
No. 1 is explaining 
a machine to a 
group of young 

people.) 
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PEOPLES OF THE USSR 


Russia’s secret weapon is her people. The vastest 
land and largest compact political unit on earth, the 
USSR contains almost a tenth of the human race. 
This population of 193 millions is made up of 189 na- 
tionalities (there are only 80 million Russians proper ) 
They comprise the largest white population under a 
single government, speak 150 different languages, 
have complete equality, are free from racial discrimi- 
nation, and sometimes intermarry. Under the slogan 
“Let us have no orphans in the USSR,” thousands 
of western waifs made homeless by war have been 
adopted by families in the east, intermingling the peo 
ples. Encouraged to preserve their individual folklore. 
crafts, dances, music, the nationalities study at schools 
in which their own tongue is the primary, Russian the 
secondary language. Where they have had no written 
language of their own, oné is derived for them. 

They are grouped into 16 Union Republics, which 
in turn are divided into regions, with Autonomous 
Republics, Autonomous Regions, and National Areas 
for their minorities — each of which has one or more 
deputies in the Supreme Soviet, or Soviet parliament 
They include everything from blue-eyed White Rus- 
sians and Ukrainian Jews to aquiline Slavs, delicate- 
featured Pamirs, slant-eyed Mongols, Caucasion de- 
scendants of Crusaders, and heavy-browed Armenians 


1—Great Russian; 2—White Russian; 3—Kirghiz; 4—Kazak; 5—Ukrain 
ian; 6—Uzbek; 7—Kalmyk; 8—Tajik; 9—Pamir; 10—Armenian; 11—Turk- 
men; 12—Georgian; 13—Buryat-Mongol; 14—Nanait. All photos from 
Sovfoto. 
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OVIET RUSSIA today is neither the glamorous Utopia 
pictured to us by her communist admirers, nor the 
barbarous, blood-thirsty prison-land denounced by the 

reactignary press. 

The real Russia is neither heaven nor hell. It is a country 
of many contradictions and defects, but also of many 
achievements, a land inhabited by people not unlike the 
Americans — industrious, generous, warm-hearted, . and 
freedom-loving. 

This Russia is a nation almost unknown to the Western 
world because of the thick fog of propaganda enveloping it. 
It 1s a nation with a past as well as a present and a future. 
It has given the @orld great writers, composers, and scien- 
tists. It is a nation of numerous peoples and nationalities, 
bound together by a common love of the land, a common 
folk culture, and common sufferings and sacrifice. 


Stirrings of Democracy 


This is the Russia which has won the unstinted admira- 
tion of the world for its heroic grandeur in this war. To 
identify Russia exclusively with its form of government — 
whether czarist or communist — is to leave out of account 
the great ongoing life of the Russian people. 

There have been strong democratic movements in Russia 
for more than a century — from the Decembrists (named 
for the unsuccessful revolt of December, 1825) to the revo- 
lution of 1917. These forces were long suppressed and 
drowned in blood by the despotic czardom. 

The ‘first World War found Imperial Russia strangely 
aligned with the Western democracies against the Central 
aPowers. The Russians fought valiantly but the corruption 
of the court and lack of military supplies brought crushing 
defeats. In 1917, exhausted by three years of war and 
famine, the Russian people, aided by the army, again 
rebelled. On March 15, 1917, Czar Nicholas II abdicated. 
A Provisional Government was formed headed by Consti- 
tutional Democrats. A moderate socialist, Alexander Keren- 
sky, later became Prime Minister. But this democratic 
regime was weak and indecisive, and proved short-lived. 

Parallel with the Provisional Government, new bodies 
sprang up —the Soviets (Councils) of workers’, peasants’ 
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The Kremlin, Moscow’s famed citadel, now seat 
of Soviet Government. In front, a modern bridge. 


and soldiers’ deputies. Each of these systems acted iade- 
pendently, and before long serious friction developed be- 
tween the two groups. At first, the Soviets were dominated 
by the moderate socialist parties, the Social Revolutionaries 
and the Mensheviks, but as time went on, the Bolsheviks 
gained greater power. In 1903, the Russian Social Demo- 
cratic Labor party had split into two factions — the right 
wing Mensheviks (minority) and the left wing Bolsheviks 
(majority). Fhe latter group was led by the able Nikolai 
Lenin (Vladimir Ilyich Ulianov), son of a minor noble, 
who subsequently became the founder of the Soviet Union. 

The Provisional Government was determined to abide by 
its alliance with the democracies and to continue the war 
against Germany. But the people, particularly the soldiers at 
the front, were weary of war. In the summer of 1917, the 
Bolshevik leaders, Lenin and Leon Trotsky, arrived in Rus- 
sia from exile abroad. They raised the slogan of “Land, 
Bread, and Peace,” which swept them into power. 


“All Power to the Soviets” 


In October, 1917, the Bolsheviks secured a majority in 
the Petrograd (formerly St. Petersburg, now Leningrad) 
Soviet, and Trotsky became its chairman. Aided by armed 
workers, sailors, and soldiers in the capital, the Bolsheviks 
stormed the seats of government. Kerensky fled. 

This week marks the twenty-seventh anniversary of the 
Soviet Revolution. On November 7, 1917, the Second All- 
Russian Congress of Soviets handed over power to the 
Bolsheviks. The first Soviet Government was formed with 
Lenin as Premier and Trotsky as Commissar of Foreign 
Affairs. Stalin, who was then an obscure party official, was 
made Commissar of National Minorities. 

The new government decreed the nationalization of all 
industry, the banks, and the land. It outlawed all political 
organizations except the Bolshevik (later called the “Com- 
munist”) party and took over control of the press, radio, 
and schools. All church property was confiscated on Decem- 
ber 17, 1917, and religious instruction was forbidden. A 
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BORN IN REVOLUTION, THE COMMUNIST STATE 
HAS GROWN MORE STABLE, CONSERVATIVE 





“dictatorship of the proletariat” was proclaimed. When the 
Constituent Assembly met in Petrograd on January 18, 
1918, the Bolsheviks found themselves beaten in the elec- 
tions. (Kerensky’s party, the Social Revolutionaries, had 
420 members as against 225 Bolsheviks.) The Soviet Gov- 
ernment ordered Red troops to dissolve the Assembly. An 
attempt on Lenin’s life touched off a wave of terror. 

The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was signed on March 3, 
1918, by which Russia lost to Germany about half of her 
European territory, including the Ukraine. Still there was 
no peace, Civil war broke out between the “Reds” and the 
“Whites” (anti-Soviet forces). Trotsky organized a strong 
Red army. Allied countries, including the United States, 
















strife ended in a Red victory in 1920. Meanwhile Lenin 
founded the Third International (also known as the Com- 
intern) to promote the world revolution. 

The year 1921 marked the end of the period known as 
“militant communism.” The experiment was failing. There 
was general economic chaos. Peasants revolted against grain 
requisitions. The Kronstadt sailors mutinied. To save his 
government, Lenin announced a New Economic Policy 
(“NEP”) which made concessions to capitalism — permitted 
private trade, replaced the system of requisition by a fixed 
grain tax, stabilized the currency, etc. This policy remained 
in effect until the introduction of the first Five-Year Plan 
(see page 8). 

























































































The Trotsky-Stalin Feud 


On January 21, 1924, Lenin died. This provoked a fight 
between Trotsky and Stalin for Lenin’s mantle which went 
on for several years. Stalin, as general-secretary of the 
Communist party, built up a strong political machine. He 
succeeded in eliminating the left wing of the party, and 
step by step, rid himself of all opposition. 

The Trotsky faction demanded the discontinuance of the 
NEP, “socialist construction” (industrialization under a 
socialist economy) -and “permanent revolution” (an intén- 
sive drive for a world revolution). The Stalinist faction 
maintained that socialism must be built at home before it 
could succeed elsewhere. In 1927 Trotsky was expelled 
from the party and two years later was banished. 

The opposition to Stalin’s personal dictatorship did not 
cease. The succeeding years were marked by increased 
persecution of “oppositionists.” The a8sassination of Stalin’s 
chief lieutenant, Sergei Kirov, by a young communist on 
December 1, 1934, was followed by a reign of terror which 
lasted four years. Most of the old guard Bolsheviks, lead- 
ers of the Saviet Revolution, were executed. 

Compared with the Russia of the czars, Soviet Russia 
has made definite progress in industrialization, education, 
and treatment of national minorities. She has not, however, 
made much headway in improving the living standards of 
the people nor in granting basie democratic rights. 

How is Soviet Russia governed? The fundamental units 
in the governmental setup are the Soviets (councils) which 
are elected in each village, city, province, and also for the 
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sent troops to Russia to aid the White armies: The civil . 
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entire Soviet Union. The latter is called the Supreme Soviet 
of the USSR. It consists of two chambers: (1) the Soviet 
of the Union, with each deputy representing 300,000 vot- 
ers; and (2) the Soviet of Nationalities with deputies repre- 
senting the various republics — autonomous regions of the 
Union. The two bodies elect a Presidium (an Executive 
Committee of 42 members) and the Council of People’s 
Commissars (the Cabinet). 

To be sure, this description gives only the shell of the 
governmental structure. It leaves out a decisive factor — 
the role of the Communist party. This organization con- 
stitutes a state within the state. According to the Soviet 
Constitution of 1936, the party is “the directing nucleus of 
all organizations.” No other political parties are permitted. 
All policies are formulated by the party; all the key posts in 
the government, the army, and industry are held by party 
members. At the apex of the pyramid is the all-powerful 
Political Bureau of eleven men, dominated by Joseph 
Stalin, who is both the general-secretary of the party and 
the chairman (Premier) of the Council of People’s Com- 
missars. Thus an organization of 4,300,000 members (less 
than 2.5 per cent of the population) controls the destiny of 
the entire nation. 

All this is, of course, Russia’s own domestic affair and 
will have to be solved by the Russian people themselves. 
What does concern the rest of the world, however, is Rus- 
sia’s foreign policy. There are indications of what some fear 
is an imperialist tendency — Moscow's claim to eastern 
Poland, the Baltic States, Bessarabia. Last year the Soviet 
Government ordered the Comintern dissolved. But Com- 
munist parties continue to function in the Balkans, Italy 
and France. Has Stalin permanently shelved the idea of a 
world revolution? Only the future holds the answer to this 
question. 





Sovfoto 
Founder Lenin’s bronze likeness here speaks to a 
crowd of White Russian Soviet leaders at Minsk. 
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ATURE played a trick on the Russian peasant — it 
gave him flat expanses perfect for farming, but also 
lashed him with one of the severest climates on earth. 
The coldest spot in the world, and also the spot of great- 
est temperature change, is Verkhoyansk, Siberia — 93 above 
zero in summer, 94 below in winter. Even in Russia’s hot- 
test sections — the vineyard slopes of the Caucasus, the 
beach resorts of the Crimea, and the cotton fields of 
Turkmen — temperatures drop well below freezing. 


1. AGRICULTURE 


Russia’s black earth region, best exemplified in the 
Ukraine, always has been the richest, and, in spite of severe 
winters, one of the world’s great breadbaskets. When the 
Germans rolled across the Ukraine, the peasants burned the 
crops and herded their cattle.eastward to the Uzbek-Kazak 
basin. 

This basin is the Russian Middle East, a steppe re- 
gion. The waterless plains around Tashkent used to be 
known as the Starvation Steppes. Today this region has been 
transformed into something like the Imperial Valley of 
California because the course of Syr Darya River was al- 
tered, and dams and tremendous irrigation projects were 
built. About 24 million acres of grain and 3 million acres 
of cotton are under cultivation, and the USSR now stands 
third in world cotton production. 

The Russian farmer, who has made all this possible, has 
had his way of life revolutionized against his will. In 
czarist days, the peasant was treated as a work horse. But, 
although he produced less per acre than most farmers, he 
made Russia a granary for Europe. After serfdom was 
abolished in 1861, peasants fell into three classes: tenant 
farmers, subservient to their landlords; kulaks, or peasants 
who owned their own land; and farmers who lived by the 
mir, a village community of farmers who worked and har- 
vested their land in common. 

After the revolution, Stalin set as one of the goals of the 
first Five-Year Plan the collectivization of agriculture. All 
private property was to be abolished, and the land was to 
be possessed, in theory, by all the people communally, in 
practice, by the State. 

Since the strongest opposition to this collectivization 
came from the kulaks, they were “liquidated” (deported 
to forced labor). Many peasants who objected to collectivi- 
zation slaughtered their cattle rather than turn them over 
to the government. State-owned tractors were supposed to 
replace the horses on the farms. But because there were 
not enough tractors, and because mary were damaged by 
unskilled operators, crop production dropped. The result 
was a period of famine (in the early 1930s) in which 4 to 
8 million Russians died. 

The collective farm, or kolkhoz, of today is the chief form 
of agriculture in the USSR, producing 63 per cent of the 
total crop output (the rest is produced by State farms or 
sovkhozes, factory plots, and victory gardens). Directed by 
an elected managing board, the kolkhoz farmers work in bri- 
gades of 30-60 persons, responsible for a special job. Pay 
and bonuses are to a large extent in food. From the pay 
is subtracted agricultural tax, voluntary tax, education tax, 
road tax, chicken tax, insurance, and tax on private vege- 


Collective farmers near Smolensk load their hay harvest. 


BLACK EARTH anfFi\ 


USSR is now a leader in agricul 


table garden. All agricultural produce must be turned over 
to the State, and there is a tax in kind on corn and wheat, 
according to the amount of grain Moscow decides the farm 
must yield. Because of the food shortages brought about 


‘by opposition to the collective farms, 90 per cent of all 


foods have had to be rationed in peace as well as in war. 


ll. INDUSTRY 


Pre-revolutionary Russia was not an industrial nation, and 
it was a standard joke that the only thing Russia could mass- 
produce was.the samovar. Today, vast heavy industries 
stretch from Komsomolsk to Leningrad, and they have been 
built from scratch in a war-and-revolution-torn land without 
native skilled labor. 

After Lenin established the “New Economic Policy” (see 
page 6) and introduced electrification, the wheels of Rus- 
sian industry began to turn. But they were confined to 
light industry. To Stalin, however, Russia’s future lay in 
heavy industry, Consequently the government in 1928 in- 
troduced three Five-Year Plans. All private industry and 
all means of production, including human labor, were taken 
over by the state. At the top of Russian industry is the 
Council of People’s Commissars, under which come the 
Gosplan, or planning commission; the Economic Council; 
the Council of Defense; and the State Bank — the only 
banking system in Russia. All three Five-Year Plans con- 
centrated on heavy industry: Plan 1 on massive iron and 
steel foundries, Plan 2 on hydro-electric power and chemi- 
cal industry, Plan 3 on munitions for war. 

One of Stalin’s key characteristics is foresight — he plans 
not for today but for tomorrow. In the past, Russian indus- 
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try was concentrated in the Moscow-Leningrad area and 
the Don basin (which had half the coal and steel and 
three-fifths of the iron ore of Russia), where it was exposed 
to German attack. Stalin realized that “tomorrow” for Rus- 
sia meant Siberia. Underlying the five-year plans, there- 
fore, was the development of Siberia. 

First came the Urals, far from possible enemy bombs. 
In 1929 plans were made for a new factory center at the 
base of a solid iron ore mountain in the heart of the Urals, 
to be connected with Kuzbas coal deposits 2000 miles away. 
Its name was to be Magnitogorsk, Magnetic Mountain. Its 


site at that time was barren steppe. Thousands of workers ° 


arrived — eager volunteers, convicts, and political prisoners. 
Many died, but Magnitogorsk became one of the world’s 
greatest steel centers, and around it rose the copper and 
nickel center of Chelyabinsk and the munitions capital of 
Sverdlovsk. The USSR became second only to the U. S. A. 
in the manufacture of tractors, harvesters, and trucks. 

In like manner other industrial and mining hubs sprang 
up: the Kuzbas (iron and steel); Emba (oil); Kazak (lead). 
The Kuzbas and Karaganda coal fields produce five times 
as much as the old Donbas. Komsomolsk, built by the Young 
communists, is a plane center. In large part the new areas 
were supplied with American machinery, designed by Amer- 
ican engineers. They were supplemented, when war broke 
out, by western factories that were moved east one jump 
ahead of the Germans. An optical plant in Moscow was 
moved 2,000 miles eastward and turned out gunsights 22 
days later. . 

Before the war there were about 6 million nomads and 
exiles in Siberia, a region twice the size of the U. S. Today 
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+ 
there are 20 million mechanized farmers and factory hands. 
Siberia is almost a self-sufficient power. 


ill, LABOR 


In a decade the USSR has telescoped all the industrial 
mistakes and progress which in most other countries have 
taken generations. As to standard of living and wages, labor 
in Russia today is little better off than in the years imme- 
diately preceding the 1917 revolution. In many respects 
labor has less freedom than it did before. To this Russia 
answers: “This is the price we are willing to pay for indus- 
trializing our nation. You cannot have higher standards of 
living without industry.” 

In the early revolutionary days Russian labor unions were 
vigorous and most of them did not belong to the Com- 
munist party. When Stalin came into office independent 
unions ceased to exist. Strikes were prohibited, factory 
managers had to be communists and be “responsible for 
the union’s behavior.” 

Today no worker can change his job without permission 
from the head of the plant. He must carry everywhere a 
“labor book” without which he can get no job. A worker 
has to work wherever the factory director finds it necessary. 

The Soviet worker, in addition to his money wage, re- 
ceives the equivalent of a “socialized wage,” which is spent 
by the government on roads, dams, schools, parks, theaters, 
and welfare projects. Shop committees of workers have a 
voice in these expenditures. In addition, the worker gets 
complete medical care and hospitalization. 

The worker is paid by piece work, according to how 
much he can turn out compared with the quota set up 
by Moscow for his plant. Certain workers, known as “Stak- 
hanovites,” -who have set production records, are given 
special privileges and high wages, and their production 
becomes the standard for the other workers. 

The government states that in 1918 the worker made 
25 rubles a month and in 1987 he made 250. But in 1913 
the ruble bought 15 to 20 times as much as in 1937. That is 
the crux of the standard of living in the USSR today. Con- 
sumer goods have been sacrificed to heavy industry and 
to war production. Many essential commodities, such as 
boots, kitchen-ware, soap, pins, razor blades, etc., are scarce 
or non-existent, clothes and blankets are too expensive for 
the majority, and housing is very inadequate. Most families 
must share an apartment with others. 

The new wealth of Siberia brings up the question of post- 
war trade possibilities. Many American businessmen feel 
that Russia will want to import consumer goods to relieve 
its threadbare civilians. American leaders like Donald Nel- 
son and Eric Johnston believe Russia will offer a huge 
market for surplus U. S. machinery, for Russia has been 
more severely devastated by war than almost any other 
nation. 

On the other hand, journalist Edgar Snow points out that 
private American business will have a tough time trading 
with the state-owned Russian trade monopoly. 

Such is life in Russia today. It is not easy, but the in- 
domitable Russian people point with pride to their smoking 
factories and say “Pokazhim mirul”—“We'll show the 
world!” 


A tank factory, moved from a danger zone to the Urals. 
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Bad) Crucial Questions About Russia % 
A Pro and Con Discussion 


1. Is Russia a Democracy? 

PRO: “It is clear that, tested by the Constitution of the 
Soviet Union as revised and enacted in 1936, the USSR is 
the most inclusive and equalized democracy in the world.”"— 
Sidney and Beatrice Webb. 

CON: “The Soviet Union, as everybody knows that has 
the courage to face the fact, is a dictatorship as absolute as 
any other dictatorship in the world.”—Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
(For set-up of Russian government see p. 7.) 


2. Is there Freedom of Expression? 

PRO: “The citizens of the USSR are guaranteed by law: 
(a) Freedom of speech; (b) Freedom of the. press; (c) 
Freedom of assembly and meetings; (d) Freedom of street 
processions and demonstrations. These rights of citizens are 
ensured by placing at the disposal of the Working people 
and their organizations printing shops, supplies of paper, 
public buildings, the streets, means of communication . . .”— 
Soviet Constitution, Article 125. 

CON: “Freedom of speech, with its logical accompani- 
ments, freedom of the press, of election, of trade-union 
organization, is completely non-existent in the Soviet Union. 
I challenge anyone naive enough to take the tinsel phrases 
of the Stalin Constitution about civil and personal liberties 
seriously to ransack books, magazines and newspapers pub- 
lished in Russia for the last decade and find even one derog- 
atory phrase about Stalin personally, or about any major 
— political or economic policy.”-—William Henry Cham- 

erlin. 


3. Is there Freedom of Religion? 

After the revolution, the Bolsheviks confiscated church 
property, arrested thousands of priests, banned religious 
training, and encouraged militant atheistic propaganda. But 
in 1937 the government took a census, discovered that 1/3rd 
of Russia’s city population and 2/3rds of her peasants were 
still Christians. In 1943 Stalin restored the Russian Orthodox 
Church, reinstated its Patriarch, allowed Russian Moslems 
to elect a Sheik. Now Russians may worship as they please 
and teach religion in the home, but religion for those under 
18 may not be taught in school. 


4. Is there a Free System of Education? 

In 25 years 100 million Russians have learned to read 
and write. Education is compulsory up to 15 years of age. 
Bright students are given scholarships to technikums, or col- 
leges run by each type of industry and profession. Here 
students train by-actually working in industry and labora- 
tories four hours a day. Until 1939 all primary and second- 
ary schools and most universities were free, and students in 
higher schools were even paid wages. But now children 
from the 8th grade up must pay a fee, and children of 
soldiers, Communist officials, and factory managers get first 
choice in universities. Co-education was abandoned in 1943. 
Military studies begin in the 4th grade, study of English is 
compulsory. All schooling is permeated with study of Com- 
munist theory and politics. 


5. Is it a Classless Society? 
PRO: “Equal rights for citizens of the USSR, irrespective 


of their nationality or race, in all spheres of economic, state, 
cultural, social and political life, shall be an irrevocable 
law.”—Soviet Constitution, Article 123. 

CON: Although Marxism advocated equality of classes 
and equal salary of party members, there is class distinction 
in the USSR. The upper classes are those who are paid the 
most and get special benefits in the form of extra food, 
automobiles, housing — the party officials, factory managers, 
engineers, Heroes of Soviet Labor. A new class also is rising 
— former peasants who have become successful army off- 
cers. Highest paid are Russia’s recognized artists, writers 
and musicians. There is no discrimination against racial 
minorities, however. 


6. Is there Civil Liberty? 


PRO: “Gone forever is the old muzhik, cap in hand, 
bowing low before the landlord. In his place is rising a new 
type standing erect and, as the Russians say, looking you 
‘not in the eyebrows but straight in the eye.’ They are more 
alert and aggressive, self-reliant, confident in their powers. 
One factor in the making of these new Soviet citizens is 
the sense of release from old disabilities and restraints.”— 
—Albert Rhys Williams. 

CON: “Freedom of movement i is gravely restricted. Con- 
tact with foreigners is looked upon with suspicion. There is 
arbitrary arrest; there is long imprisonment, and execution 
without trial. . . . Citizens cannot travel abroad without 
permission of the government. Most political offences . . . 
are tried in secret; there is no writ of habeas corpus, no 
right to subpoena witnesses, no right to a professional de- 
fence, with ample time to rebut the. charges. . . . The-secret 
police (is) vast and terrible."—Harold Laski. 


7. Is there Social Security? 


PRO: “Government insurance in the USSR is a source of 
pride for the Soviet workers before the whole world.—Trud, 
the official Soviet trade union publication. 

CON: Soviet social insurance is paid for by deduction 
from the payroll of every Soviet enterprise. The Soviet of 
National Economy in 1934 wrote: “We have made out of 
social insurance a weapon in the struggle for the increase 
of the productivity of labor.” Old age pensions are 50 rubles 
a month for all workers over 60 with no dependents — at 
the current value of the ruble scarcely enough for bread 
alone. Disability insurance payments are meagre, often 
hard to get. Rest homes, where workers spend their vaca- 
tions, are good but crowded and barracks-like, except those 
for officials.—Digest from Manya Gordon, Workers Before 
and After Lenin. 


8. What is the Outlook for Russo-American Coopera- 
tion? 


Will Stalin follow the doctrine of world revolution when 
Russia becomes self-sufficient? 

PRO: “Can the proletariat definitely set up Socialism 
with the forces of only one country and fully guarantee that 
country against intervention, which means against restora- 
tion? Certainly not. . . . It is therefore the essential task of 
the victorious revolution in one country to develop and 


support the revolution in others.”—Stalin, Foundations of 


Leninism, 1928. 

CON: Stalin, in 1944, told Eric Iehttnn: “Foolish Hitler 
has done one good thing. He has brought the American 
people and the Russian people together. We must never 
allow anything to come between us again. We must work 
together after the.war.” 
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U. §. Relations 
with Russia 


By Henry Steele Commager 


Professor of History. Columbia University 


largely controlled by three facts. First, the peculiar 

position of Russia in European politics; second, Rus- 
sia was a Pacific power; third, the Russian forms of govern- 
ment. Only within the last five years has a fourth factor 
come to exercise profound influence: the rise of Russia as 
a world power and the necessity of coming to terms with 
her wherever our interests converge or overlap. 

In 1780, while Americans were still fighting for their in- 
dependence, Catherine the Great of Russia led the way in 
the organization of a League of Armed Neutrals — a league 
designed to embarrass Great Britain. Delighted with such un- 
expected support, the American Congress hastily dispatched 
young Francis Dana to St. Petersburg to conclude a political 
and commercial treaty with the Russian monarch. But Dana 
was scarcely able to get an audience with the Empress and 
finally left in disgust. Not until a quarter century later did 
Russia formally recognize the United States and conclude a 
commercial treaty with us. 

The explanation of this apparent contradiction in policy 
toward the United States is to be found in Russia’s position 
in Europe. The League of Armed Neutrals was not organ- 
ized to help the Americans, but to injure Britain. Then, 
recognition was delayed not out of hostility to the Amer- 
icans but out of indifference, plus a desire not to antago- 
nize Britain, whose friendship Russia later needed. 


Russia in North America 


Russia’s interest in the Pacific goes back to 1728 when 
Vitus Bering, a great Danish navigator then in Russian serv- 
ice, discovered the Straits which now bear his name. Not 
until the second decade of the 19th century, however, did 
the Russians undertake seriously any colonization and ex- 
ploitation. Then they planned not only to entrench them- 
selves in Alaska, but to push southward to San Francisco 
Bay. This ambitious southward thrust, along with fear of 
other European powers, called forth the Monroe Doctrine. 

Russia proved agreeable enough to the American point of 
view, and in 1824, by treaty, ceded her claims to all terri- 
tory south of Alaska.‘ More than forty years later —at a 
time when Russia was anxious to unload some of her com- 
mitments and when Secretary of State Seward was anxious 
to enlarge ours — Russia sold Alaska to the United States for 
the sum of $7,000,000. It is amusing to recall, now, that this 
sum was regarded as unreasonably high, and that Alaska 
was dubbed “Seward’s Folly.” 

The third factor —the Russian forms of government — 
has been influential up to the very present. For a century 
and a half after our independence, Russia was ruled by 
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czarist governments which we rightly regarded as despotic. 
When Alexander I formed the Holy Alliance, dedicated to 
the re-establishment of kings and of Spanish rule in South 
America, we responded with the Monroe Doctrine. When 
Russians persecuted Poles or Jews we protested and even 
threatened intervention. The fact that the Russian czar was 
fighting on the side of Britain and France from 1914 to 
1917 embarrassed our support of the Allied cause. How, 
Americans asked, could this be a war for freedom and 
democracy as long as Russia was a chief contender? 


Enter Bolshevism 


The Revolution of 1917 changed all that and made it 
possible to argue that, since the Russians had thrown off 
the ancient despotism, we could cheerfully join them in a 
war for democracy. That American public opinion welcomed 
the “March revolution” is clear. The Bolshevist uprising did 
not come until six months later, and with it American opin- 
ion went into reverse. 

Many Americans have been trightened by the political 
and economic system which the Russians have adopted. In 
1918-20 we intervened to support the White Russians and 
groups hostile to the Bolsheviks. When that intervention 
came to an inglorious end, we adopted a policy of stead- 
fastly refusing to recognize the Russian government, until 
our attitude became at once a scandal and a joke. 

Not until 1933 did recognition come, and with it a re- 
newal of commercial as well as political relations. It was 
well that we settled our quarrel with Russia when we did, 
for during the next decade foundations were laid for firm 
cooperation, if not for full mutual understanding. 


























of Alaska, cartoonists had a grand time with “Seward’s 
Folly.” Nast showed Seward calming Johnson’s temper. 





Public attention is on race for Presidency, 
but election of new 


House and Senate also is vital 


HO will be the next President of the United States? 

This question is uppermost in the minds of the 

American people today. 
’ But more than the offices of President and Vice President 
will be at stake on November 7. All members of the House 
of Representatives (435), and 35 of the 96 members of the 
United States Senate will be elected. In addition, 32 states 
will elect governors. 

“It is well recognized,” writes Erwin D. Canham of the 
Christian Science Monitor, “that the next Congress will have 
the task of making the peace. It had better be good.” 

No matter who wins the Presidency, it is this new Con- 
gress (the Seventy-ninth) that must debate and pass the 
laws of the land which the President will enforce. 


A Look to the Future 


Here are some of the important problems which the new 
Congress will sooner or later have to consider. 

1, World Organization for Peace. Without strong support 
in the Senate, neither President Roosevelt nor Governor 
Dewey can lead the United States into such an organization. 
Any treaty (for U. S. participation in “The United Nations”) 
must be approved by a two-thirds vote of the Senate. The 
House has no voice in the approval of treaties. But all bills 
to raise money must originate in the House. 

9. Reconversion and Demobilization. A combination of 
Republicans and Democrats in Congress passed an unem- 
ployment insurance and reconversion law which many ob- 
servers consider inadequate. Further action by Congress 
may be urged to aid workers who lose their war jobs when 
Germany surrenders. 

3. Public Works. Shall Congress approve a system of 
government building projects to provide jobs if private 
industry fails to do so? President Roosevelt’s advisers urge 
such a policy, and Governor Dewey promised government 
aid in a recent campaign speech. But a majority in Congress 
has opposed such a policy. 

4, Taxation. Republicans and Democrats alike agree Con- 
gress should work out a postwar tax program that will 
encourage business expansion. But there is considerable 
argument over the kind of tax program needed. 

5. Price, Wage and Profit Controls. Economists generally 
agree that some controls will be needed for a time after the 
war to prevent a runaway inflation. Plenty of pressure will 
be put on the next Congress both to relax controls and to 
tighten them. 

6. Labor. The Smith-Connally anti-strike law, which is 
opposed by labor, was passed over President Roosevelt's 
veto by a coalition of Republicans and Democrats in Con- 
gress. Governor Dewey denounced this law as unfair to 
labor. He also praised the Wagner Act (giving labor the 
right to form unions of its own choosing) as “a good and 
necessary law.” But a strong combination of Republicans 
and Democrats in the next Congress may seek to revise the 
Wagner Act sharply. 
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Don't Forget 


7. Social Security. Governor Dewey and President Roose- 
velt both favor legislation broadening the Social Security Act 
to cover millions of workers now omitted and to increase 
the benefits provided. But a majority in Congress long has 
opposed any change in the act. 

This review of future problems brings out an interesting 
point. The views of President Roosevelt and Governor 
Dewey on many of these problems are similar, and seem to 
be in conflict with those of the Republican-Democratic 
coalition which controlled Congress in 1942-44. Republicans 
insist that this situation would not continue if Dewey were 
elected. They contend that Congress opposed Roosevelt's 
program because it distrusted him, but would be willing to 
follow Dewey's more efficient leadership. 

But other observers believe that the present Republican- 
Democratic coalition, if continued during the Seventy-ninth 
Congress, may oppose progressive laws no matter which 
candidate becomes President. A Republican-Democratic 
coalition may oppose American membership in the proposed 
world organization - “The United Nations.” 

Senator Joseph H. Ball (Republican, Minnesota) has 
called attention to this foreign policy issue. He asserted that 
11 Senators up for re-election this year are “international 
obstructionists” or “rabid isolationists.” Eight of these, he 
said, are Republicans, three are Democrats. He did not name 
them directly, but said they could be identified by their 
voting records and speeches. 

Editorial Research Report Service, a non-political organi- 




















First Aid for Angry Voters 
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CONGRESS 


zation, then studied the votes of all senators on five impor- 
tant acts of 1939-41: (1) Neutrality Act revision of 1939, 


. permitting Britain and France to buy arms in the U. S.; 


(2) Conscription bill of 1940, establishing the selective serv- 
ice system; (3) Lend-Lease bill of 1941, providing aid to 
Britain and other anti-Axis nations; (4) Conscription Act 
Extension of 1941, keeping drafted men in the Army 18 
months instead of discharging them after 12 months of serv- 
ice; (5) Neutrality Act revision, 1941, permitting American 
ships to enter war zones and carry supplies to the ports of 
anti-Axis nations. 


On the Record 


By their voting records on these acts, the following 11 
Senators are rated as “isolationists” by Editorial Research 
Report Service: George D. Aiken (R.), Vermont; John A. 
Danaher (R.), Connecticut; James J. Davis (R.), Pennsy] 
vania; Sheridan Downey (D.), California; Guy M. Gillette 
(D.), Iowa; Patrick McCarran (D.), Nevada; Gerald P. Nye 
(R.), North Dakota; Clyde M. Reed (R.), Kansas; Robert 
A. Taft (R.), Ohio; Charles W. Tobey (R.), New Hamp- 
shire; Alexander Wiley (R.), Wisconsin. 

Senator,Ball believes that by discussing foreign policy, 
and requiring senators to explain their past votes, a spotlight 
can be kept on this important issue. 

The membership of the Senate now stands: Democrats, 
57; Republicans, 38; Progressives, 1. On November 7, 35 
Senate seats are to be filled in 34 states (because of the 
death of Senator McNary, two senators will be elected in 
Oregon). Seven of these seats (in the “Solid South”) already 
are safely Democratic. Of the remaining 28 seats, 15 are 
held by Democrats, 13 by Republicans. It is considered 
unlikely that the Republicans will hold all their 13 seats and 
win nine Democratic seats, needed for a Republican ma- 
jority. The Democrats are expected to retain control of the 
Senate no matter who wins the Presidency. 

The House of Representatives now has: Democrats, 215; 
Republicans, 212; Progressives, 2; Farmer-Labor, }; Amer- 
ican-Labor, 1, and,4 vacant seats. From a high point in 
1936 (with 333 seats to 89 Republicans, and 13 independ- 
ents) the-Democrats lost ground in 1938 and 1942, and 
picked up only 5 seats during Roosevelt's 1940 victory over 
Wendell L. Willkie. 

The Republicans believe these figures show that they will 
win a majority of the seats in the House even if they lose 
the Presidency. Then they would elect the Speaker of the 
House, and name the chairmen of the various committees, 
which control the law-making machinery. 

In general, the Democrats hope that President Roosevelt's 
popularity will help their candidates for the Senate, House, 
and governorships, while the Republicans believe their 
strong state and local candidates will help Dewey win 
several important states. 
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Follow the Election With This Scorecard 


Use this chart to make a record of the Presidential race 
and the contests for Senate and House seats and the gov- 
ernorships. (See footnotes. ) 

Electoral 


Votes, Electoral College 
1944 Dem. Rep. 


Senate House Gov. 


State 
Alabama® 
Arizona *+ 
Arkansas*+ 
California® . 
Colorado*t 
Connecticut*+ 
Delawaret 
































filinois*+ 
Indiana*+ 
lowa*t 


























Maryland® 
Massachusetts* + 
Michigant 
Minnesotat 
Mississippi 
Missouri® + 
Montanat 
Nebraskat 
Nevada® 

New Hampshire*t+ 
New Jersey® 
New Mexicot 
New York® 

No. Carolina®f ........ 
No. Dakota*+ 
Ohio*+ 
Oklahoma® 
Oregon**° 
Pennsylvania® 
Rhode Islandt 
So. Carolina® 
So. Dakota*t 
Tennesseet 










































































Vermont*t 
Virginia 
Washington*t+ 
W. Virginiat 
Wisconsin*t 
Wyoming 




















* Indicates senatorial race. t Indicates governorship race. 

In recording House seats won in each state, note that a state 
has two less seats than total of electoral votes. If, for example, 
the Republicans win all of New Jersey’s 14 house seats, put R-14 
in House column; if Democrats win 6 of them, you would put 
R-8, D-6 in space. ** Two Senators will be elected in Oregon. 
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THE MARCH OFE 


And MacArthur Came Back! 


Fulfilling a promise he had made two- 
and-a-half years ago, General Douglas 
MacArthur returned to the Philippines 
at the head of an army of 250,000 Yanks 
who stormed the archipelago from the 
greatest ocean-going invasion armada 
in world’s history. He was accompanied 
by every able-bodied survivor of the 
ill-fated Corregido: garrison. 

“I have returned,” General MacAr- 
thur told the Filipinos in a radio broad- 
cast. “By the grace of Almighty God, 
our force stands again on Philippine 
soil, soil consecrated in the blood of our 
two peoples.” H- introduced himself 
in the proclamation with the words: 
“This is the voice of freedom, General 
MacArthur speaking.” At his side was 
Sergio Osmena who recently succeeded 
the late Manuel Quezon as President 
of the Philippine Commonwealth. 

Covered by the fiercest naval and 
air bombardment in this war, extensive 
landings were made on Leyte, in the 
heart of the Philippines, splitting the 
enemy-held territory in half. Participat- 
ing in the invasion were the jungle vet- 
erans of the American Sixth Army, 
under the command of Lieut. General 
Walter Krueger 

The first communique about the in- 
vasion issued by General MacArthur's 
headquarters announced that “In a ma- 
jor amphibious operation, we have 
seized the eastern coast of Leyte Island 
in the Philippines, 600 miles from Mor- 
otai and 2,500 miles from Milne Bay 
[New Guinea]. . . . The enemy’s anti- 
cipation of attack in Mindanao caused 
him to be caught unawares in Leyte and 
beachheads in the. Tacloban area were 
secured with small casualties.” 

The long-awaited invasion of the 
Philippines was greeted with exulta- 
tion throughout the country. President 
Roosevelt declared: “We have landed 
in the Philippines to redeem the pledge 
we made over two years ago... .We 
promised to return; we have returned.’ 
He cautioned that the Philippines are a 
“way-station on the road to Japan.” 


On Other Battlefronts 


WEST: The Yanks of the First Army 
brought to a trumphant close the battle 
ot Aachen, Rhine gateway city, after 
hurling back a series of suicidal counter- 
thrusts by the Nazis. Meanwhile, under 


the mounting pressure from the Brit- 
ish Second Army, the Nazis began to 
abandon their salients in south-eastern 
Holland. Canadian troops continued to 
slash through the collapsing Nazi lines 
south of the Scheldt Estuary. All gains 
were limited by persistently unfavorable 
weather. Allied air offensive of the 
Reich was stepped up again on Octo- 
ber. 19 when more than a thousand 
heavy bombers of the Eighth Air Force 
hammered Mainz, Mannheim, and Lud- 
wigshafen. 

EAST: A mammoth Red Army force, 
backed by 500 tanks and hundreds of 
big guns, smashed into East Prussia in 
it, first invasion of pre-war Germany. 
Other triumphs were scored by the Rus- 
sians in Latvia, Transylvania, and Hun- 
gary proper. 

SOUTH: On the Italian peninsula, 
despite the handicap of rains, the Brit- 
ist Eighth Army succeeded in bridging 
the Pisciatello River, capturing, with the 
aid of Indian troops, two towns near 
Cesena; while the American Fifth Army, 
including the Negro troops of the U. S. 
92nd Infantry, took important heights 
near Bologna and on the west coast 

BALKANS: British amphibious forces 
occupied the Dodecanese island of 
Scarpanto, midway between Rhodes and 
Crete, after the Greek Partisans sub- 
dued the Nazi garrison stationed there. 
On the same day, the Greek govern- 
ment, after being three-and-a-half years 
in exile, returned to liberated Athens. 


Hitler’s Last Satellite 


What Happened: Hungary, Hitler's 
last satellite, has decided to jump from 
the sinking Nazi ship. The decision 


was not unrelated to the fact that the — 


Russian armies were closing in on Buda- 
pest, Hungarian capital: In a procla- 
mation broadcast over the official radio 
on October 16, Admiral Horthy, Re- 
gent of the kingless kingdom, announced 
that his government has sued for peace; 
he accused Nazi Germany of failure to 
keep her promise to send adequate 
military help; he pointed out that Hit- 
ler has already lost the war, and that 
Hungary must not become the scene of 
desperate rear-guard actions. Shortly 
afterward, Horthy’s government was 
overthrown and a new pro-Nazi re- 
gime was set up, headed by Ferenc Sza- 
lasy, leader of the Fascist Arrow Cross 
organization. Since then civil war has 
been raging in Hungary. 

What’s Behind It: The toss of Hun- 
gary would prove more serious to Nazi 
Germany than the disaffections of Ro- 
mania, Bulgaria, or Finland. It would 
trap large Nazi forces in Hungary, and 
would open the best road for an in- 
vasion of Austria and Czechoslovakia, 
thus establishing a new front against 
Germany itself in the south, where she 
is most vulnerable. As in the case of 
the other ex-satellites, Hungary will un- 
dcubtedly have to “earn” her peace by 
placing her army at the Allies’ disposal. 


Harris & Ewing from U 8. Naw 


Invasion days on beachheads of the islands in the Pacific furnish scenes 
of “well ordered confusion”; tanks and “am-tracks” crawl inland while 
“bull-dozers” get runways and roads in order for the flow of supplies. 
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Cuba hineies 


What Happened: After a lapse of ten 
years, Dr. Ramon Grau Sam Martin is 
again President of Cuba. His inaugura- 
tion took place in the Presidential Pal- 
ace in Havana, October 10, amid wild 
acclaim by the populace. From the bal- 
cony, he addressed the cheering throng 
in a spe@eh, which was carried to the 
nation by radio. He promised to go on 
with the revolutionary work he began 
in 1938: “It is not I,” he declared, “who 
have taken office, but the people.” He 
urged the opposition to support his ad- 
ministration. His new Cabinet consists 
predominantly of liberal members of his 
own party. Later that day the new 
President read the first message to Con- 
gress outlining his program, which in- 
cludes tax reforms, elimination of graft, 
improvement of sanitation, other public 
works, aid to farmers and .workers, and 
the economic liberation of Cuba. 

What’s Behind Jt: This marks a new 
day and a New Deal for the island re- 
public. For the past ten years Cuba was 
run by Dictator Batista. He pulled the 
levers while various puppets were “Pres- 
ident.” Four years ago, wanting the 
glory as well as the power, Batista nim- 
self took the Presidency. The people 
however, had not forgotten the hun- 
dred days, from September 1933 to 
January 1934, when the highest office 
of the land was held by the liberal 
Dr. Grau. During his brief administra- 
tion, he had given Cuba its first elec- 
toral law, woman’s suffrage, the eight- 
hour day, socia] security, workmen’s 
compensation. 

In the elections last summer, Batista 
ncminated as his successor, Carlos Sala- 
drigas. Dr. Grau took up the challenge. 
Saladrigas was backed by the govern- 
ment, the army, the navy, big business, 
and the Communists. But when the 
ballots were counted, Dr. Grau had won. 


British Aviation Proposals 


What Happened: A British White 
Paper proposes an international avia- 
tion authority that would provide tor: 
(1) Affirmation of the principle of na 
tional sovereignty of the air; (2) the 
right to land for refueling or emergen- 
cies; (8) the right to debark passengers, 
mail and freight; (4) the elimination 
ot uneconomical competition; (5) the 
licensing of air operators; (6) arbitra- 
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tion of disputes; (7) the provision of 
ground facilities for international serv- 
ice by the the States ratifying it; (8) the 
adoption of universal safety regulations. 

What’s Behind It: The American 
government, it is reported, is opposed 
to the British plan. It does not favor 
granting that much power to an inter- 
national air authority. The issue will 
probably be thrashed out at the inter- 
national aviation conference opening in 
Chicago on November 1. 


wh. From the Donkey 


President Roosevelt campaigned in 
New York on October 21, making his 
first major speech away from Washing- 
ton. He made a 5l-mile tour of the 
city in a driving rain, stopping for a 
five-minute talk at Ebbets Field, home 
ot the Brooklyn Dodgers. Police esti- 
mated that more than 3,000,000 greeted 
him. 

In an address betore the Foreign Pol- 
icy Association, the President recom- 
mended a world organization in which 
the United States representative on the 
Council would have “authority to act” 
without consulting Congress in advance. 
Said he: “The Council of the United 
Nations must have the power to act 
quickly and decisively to keep the peace 
by force if. necessary. A policeman 
would not be a very effective policeman 
it, when he saw-a felon break into a 
house, he had to go to the Town Hall 
and call a town meeting to issue a war- 
rant before the felon could be arrested.” 





AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK 


November 5 to 1] is American 
Education Week, sponsored each 
year by the National Education As- 
sociation Subjects for each day of 
the week are: 

Sunday, Nov 5, “Building World- 
wide Brotherhood:” Monday. Nov. 
6, “Winning the War;” Tuesday, 
Nov. 7, “Improving Schools for To. 
morrow:” Wednesday, Nov. 8, “De- 
veloping an Enduring Peace;” 
Thursday, Nov. 9. “Preparing for 
the New Technology;” Friday, Nov. 
10, “Educating All the People;” 
Saturday, Nov. Ll, “Better Com- 
munity Life.” 

See your teachers tor more infor- 
mation. 
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Shoemaker in Chicago Dally News 


We'll Say He Is! 


Lend-Lease Curtailed 


What Happened: Food shipments to 
our Allies may soon be transferred from 
lend-lease to a cash-and-carry basis, it 
was announced by the Foreign Eco- 
nomic Administration. 

What’s Behind It: The change in 
policy is attributed “to the approaching 
end of the war.” It is pointed out that 
“when lend-lease was started the wag- 
ing of a winning war so far outweighed 
any other consideration that too close 
scrutiny of Allied demands was out of 
the question. Now FEA is insist- 
ing that operation of lend-lease from 
here on should be more business-like.” 


&. From the Elephant 


That President Roosevelt has fumbled 
the ball in dealing with Italy, Poland, 
France, and Romania, was the charge 
made by his G. O. P. opponent Governor 
Thomas E. Dewey in a speech before 
the Herald Tribune Forum in New York 
ou October 18 “These are just a few 
examples,” he declared, “of what hap- 
pens when a President insists upon 
handling foreign affairs on the basis of 
personal, secret diplomacy. The result 
is today that no one knows what our 
foreign policy is . .. and American opin- 
ior, is stifled and ineffective.” He as- 
serted that “we are paying in blood 
for our failure to have ready an intelli- 
gent, program for dealing with invaded 
Germany.” It might be necessary, he 
suggested, to forbid Germany an avia- 
tion industry, to have the Ruhr inter- 
nationalized, and he added that Nazi- 
conquered nations should have a voice. 





BUILDERS OF AMERICA 











MERIWETHER LEWIS (1774-1809) 


WILLIAM CLARK (1770-1838) 
Explorers of the West 


HE Lewis and Clark Expedition estab- 
lished our title to the vast Louisiana 
Territory and the Oregon lands as well. 
It covered 8,000 miles in a little over 
two years, lost only one man, and cost 


the nation but $2,500. 





J 1. After spending the winter at Mandan, North 
¥ Dakota, the men started westward in April, 
1805. With them was the interpreter, Char- 





¥ bonneay, his wife Sacajawea, and her baby. 



















The success of this expedition was due 
to the combined skill of Captain Meri- 
wether Lewis, President Jefferson's sec- 
retary; Lieutenant William Clark, brother 
of George Rogers Clark, the conqueror 
of the Northwest, and Sacajawea, young 
Indian woman who served as their guide 
on the dangerous journey. 

Lewis became Governor of Louisiana 
and served with distinction until his mys- 
terious death near Nashville, Tennessee, 
while on a trip to Washington. 

Clark was named brigadier general 
of militia for Louisiana and superintend- a” a 
ent of Indian affairs at St. Louis. He de- TE 
clined to succeed Lewis as Governor of ; 
Louisiana, but later accepted an appoint- 
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73 Only Sacajawea te any idea Sp 
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the canoes upset in the dangerous 
waters and supplies were lost. 





ment as Governor of Missouri Territory. 




















3. Pushing into the mountains 
on foot the starving men were 
saved when they met Sho- 
‘shone Indians whose chief 
was Sacajawea’s brother! 

















5. On the return trip, which took 
but one-third as much time, they 
were attacked by hostile Indians, 
their only serious skirmish 

eer a eee 














(4. After months of bitter hardship the company reached the 
Columbia River, where they built canoes and paddled down to 
the Pacific on November 7, 1805. 














Text by Frank Latham. Drawings by Emby. 
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THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL 


BY NIKOLAY GOGOL 
(Translated by Arthur A. Sykes) 


ACT I 


ScenE — A room in the Governor's house. Entet the Gov- 
ernor, the Charity Commissioner, the Director of Schools, 
the Judge, Police Superintendent, Doctor, and two police- 
men. 

Governor: I ‘have called you together, gentlemen, to re- 
ceive a very unpleasant piece of news; there’s an Inspector- 
General coming. Yes, an Inspector from Petersburg, with 
secret instructions, too. 

Jupce: Well, I declare. 

Cuariry CoMMISSIONER: We've escaped hitherto, so now 
it’s our turn. 

Tue Scuoot Dimector: Good Heaven! With secret in- 
structions! 

Governor: I hdd a sort of presentiment of it; all last 
night I dreamt about a pair of monstrous rats. . . . Here’s a 
letter I will read you from Andrei Ivanovich Chmikov. You 
know him (to the Charity Commissioner). This is what he 
says: “My dear friend, my comrade .. . (He mutters over 
the first few sentences) . . . and to let you know” — Ah! 
that’s it — “I hasten to let you know, amongst other things, 
than an official has been sent with instructions to inspect 
the whole province and your district especially. . So, 
as you have your little faults, you know, like everybody 
else . . .” Hm, that’s after a manner of speaking . “I 
advise you to take precautions, for he may come at any 
hour. . . . Yesterday . . .” Oh, then comes family matters. 
Now, here’s a pretty business. 

Juvce: Yes, extraordinary, simply extraordinary. There 
must be some reason for it. 

Governor: Oh, it’s fate, I suggest! (Sighing) Till now, 
thank goodness, they’ve pried into other towns; but now 
our time has come. 

(The Judge, in his bumbling way, suggests a deep polit- 
ical reason, that Russia wants to make war, and the gov- 
ernment has come to see if there is any disaffection. The 
Governor replies ironically that from their town, one could 
gallop three years before reaching a foreign country. Then 
he gives each official orders: the Charity Commissioner that 
he must clean up his hospital; the Doctor that he must give 
each patient a chart and discharge some of the patients; to 
the Judge that he must rid the County Court house of the 
geese raised by the attendants; and that the assessor must 
sober up. Finally, he warns the School Director to control 
the history teacher . . .) 

Governor: He has a learned head, that is evident, and 
has picked up any amount of knowledge; but he lectures 
with such ardor that he quite forgets himself. I once listened 
to him. As long as he was holding forth about the Assyrians 
and Babylonians, it was all right; but when he got to Alex- 
ander of Macedon, he jumped out of his chair, and smashed 
a stool on the ground with all his might; Alexander of Mace- 
don was a hero, we all know, but that’s no reason for break- 
ing the furniture; besides the State has to pay for the dam- 
ages, 

Scuoot Drrecrtor: Yes, he is fiery! I have spoken to him 
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about it several times. He only says: “As you please, but 
in the cause of learning, I will even sacrifice my life!” 

(The Postmaster enters, having got wind of the Inspector- 
General's visit. His theory is that there must be a war with 
the Turks impending. The Governor assures him that it is 
“we who are going to get into trouble, not the Turks.” The 
Postmaster asks the Governor how he feels about it. The 
Governor admits he has taken bribes from the townspeople 
and that he is unpopular, but says that he has done it 
“without a trace of ill-feeling.” He asks the Postmaster to 
open up all the letters to find out if there is any information 
going out against him.) 

PostmasTER: Oh, I know that game . . . don’t teach me 
that! I do it from pure curiosity; I'm death on knowing 
what's, going on in the world. And they're very interesting 
to read, I can tell you . . . much better than the Moscow 
News. 

(Enter Bobchinski and Dobchinski, out of breath.) 

Boscuinski: What an extraordinary occurrence! 

Doscuinski: An unexpected piece of news! 

ALL: What is it — what is it? 

Doscuinski: Something quite unforeseen; we go into the 
inn — 

BoscuHinski (interrupting) : 
go into the inn — 

Doscuinsxi (takes him up): All right, let me tell it. 


Yes, Pyotr Ivanovich and I 











Anna and daughter “oh” and “ah,” encouraging the 
stranger, who invites them to visit him in Petersburg. 





(They argue as to who will speak, until the Governor or- 
ders them to get on with it. They go ahead with much de- 
tail, and many interruptions to tell that a man “rather good- 
looking and well-dressed” has been staying at the inn for a 
fortnight, saying that he is a civil servant from Petersburg.) 

BoscHInsKI: . . . when he told me that, I felt illumi- 
nated from above, and I said, “Hey — !” 

Doscuinski: No, I said “Hey!” 

Boscuinski: Well, first you said it, and then I did. “Hey!” 
said both of us, “and why does he stay here, when he’s 
bound for Saratov”? Yes, sir, that civil servant is HE! 

Governor: Who — what civil servant? 

Boscuinski: Why, the civil servant of whom you were 
pleased to get the notification — The Inspector-General. 

(This statement throws everybody into a panic. The Gov- 
ernor orders the others to get their departments in order at 
once, while he goes to call upon the stranger. While the 
Governor runs about frenziedly dressing and giving orders, 
his wife and daughter come in. They, too, are in a flurry, 
curious about the newcomer and making flustered prepara- 
tions.) 


ACT II 


(Osip and his master, Khlestakov, in the hotel, have been 
living on credit for some time. The hotelkeeper has cut down 
on their supplies of tobacco and food, and is becoming very 
pressing about his bill. Osip reveals that his master is “an 
ordinary copying-clerk” who has spent all his money in the 
two months they have been gone from St. Petersburg. He 
lives everywhere in the best style, makes friends on the 
road, with whom he plays cards “and gets rooked, of course!” 
After master and servant have cajoled a very poor meal 
from the inn-keeper Osip goes out with the waiter, only to 
return announcing the Town-Governor. Khlestakov fears that 
he is about to be put in jail. 

The Governor enters with trembling respect. Khlestakov, 
believing he is about to be arrested, is defiant. The Gover- 
nor interprets this attitude as arrogance, and goes out of his 
way to win favor. He invites the stranger on a tour of in- 
spection, to be followed by a dinner at his home, and a visit 
of undetermined length. To his wife he sends a note of 
warning, together with the guest’s luggage.) 


ACT Ill 


(Anna, the Governor's wife, and her daughter Marya are 
anxiously discussing what they will wear, when Osip and 
the Governor's servant come in with the luggage. Then enter 
Khlestakov with the Governor, Charity Commissioner, Di- 
rector of Schools, Police Officers, and Bobchinski. Khlesta- 
kov compliments them all on the “splendid institutions” in 
the town. He asks the Governor if there are any amuse- 
ments, such as a place “where you could get a game of 
cards, for instance.” The Governor, suspecting a trap, denies 
that he, or ary of his people, would ever dream of touching 
a card. Anna and her daughter come in and begin discuss- 
ing Petersburg. Khlestakov, quite beside himself with the 
flattery of the company, begins to brag extravagantly of his 
importance in capital society, of his gifts as a writer. . . .) 

Ku LeEstakov: I know nearly all the pretty actresses, and 
compose all sorts of vaudevilles. I frequently see literary 
men; I'm on a very friendly footing with Pushkin — often 
say to him: “Well, how de do, Pushkin, my boy!” “So-so, 
old man,” he’d reply. “Things might be better . . .” A regu- 
lar original, is Pushkin. 

ANNA: So you write too? How delightful it must be to 
be an author! And do you really write for the papers? 


‘ 


Kuxestaxov: Yes, I write for papers too. . . It all hap- 
pened by chance. I didn’t intend to write, but a theater- 
manager said, “Do turn off something, old man.” I con- 
sidered a bit. “You may as well, brother!” And so I knocked 
it off in one evening, I daresay. I have a marvelous flow of 
ideas, you know. 

(Anna and her daughter “oh” and “ah,” encouraging the 
stranger, who goes on to describe his magnificent entertain- 
ments in his home in Petersburg, and invites them all to 
come and see him if they are ever there. “I'm everywhere 
— everywhere!” he exclaims. “I go to court every day. Why, 
tomorrow, they're going to make me a Field-marsh —” He 
slips off his chair and sprawls on the floor, but is respect- 
fully helped up and the Governor suggests that he rest for 
a while. He exits with the Governor, leaving the company 
to sing his praises in his absence.) 


ACT IV 

ScENE — The same apartment in the Governor's house. 

(Enter cautiously, almost on tiptoe, the Judge, Charity 
Commissioner, Postmaster, Dobchinski and Bobchinski all in 
gala uniform.) 

Jupce (arranging them all in a semicircle): Gentlemen, 
form your circle quicker; let’s have order! Good heavens — 
he goes to Court, you know, and bullies the Council of 
State! Peter Ivanovich, you must stand there! (Both Bob- 
chinski and Dobchinski run on tiptoe to the place assigned. ) 

CHARITY COMMISSIONER: It’s as you please, but we 
certainly ought to make the attempt. 

Jupce: What attempt? 

CuariTy CoMMIssIONER: You know what I mean. 

Jupce: Palm-oil? 

Cuarity CoMMISSIONER: Yes, try a little palm oil. 

Jupvce: It’s risky. Hel storm at us; he’s a State Func- 
tionary, you know. Perhaps it had better take the form of 
a testimonial from the nobility and gentry. 


Se 


NIKOLAY GOGOL (1809-1852) came from a family 
of Ukrainian Cossack gentry. While he was still in 
school he wrote his first drama, a tragedy called The 
Brigands. Always fond of the stage, he tried his luck 
as an actor in St. Petersburg, but failed and returned 
to writing. His first poetry for the public was ridiculed 
so harshly that he decided, in despair, to go to America. 
But after a start on his journey, he returned to the capi- 
tal where he became a civil servant and made a number 
of literary friends, including Pushkin. 

The Inspector-General, which reflects his life as a 
civil servant, was produced in 1836 and was soon ac- 
knowledged the greatest of Russian comedies. Even as 
translated into other languages, it is still pure and uni- 
versal comedy, satirizing all bureaucracy. In addition 
to the play, Gogol’s fame rests chiefly upon his great 
novel, Dead Souls, which is filled with unforgettable 
scenes of Russian society. Gogol’s great talent brought 
to life all types with a force and truth equalled only by 
Dickens at his best. 

After his great successes, Gogol found himself a hero 
of his people who expected him to reform Russia. But 
in deserting his comic muse, as he did in order to carry 
out his “mission,” he evoked some bitter criticism which 
contributed to his untimely death at 43. 


SENIOR SCHOLASTIC 





ISE. 
harity 
i all in 


lemen, 
vens — 
ncil of 
h Bob- 
gned.) 


ut we 


PaMata a” 


family 
till in 
d The 
is luck 
turned 
liculed 
nerica. 
e€ capi- 
umber 


e as a 
on ac- 
ven as 
id uni- 
ddition 
$ great 
ettable 
rought 
nly by 


a hero 
ia. But 
© carry 
) which 


TIC 


19 


PostMasTER: Or perhaps, say — there’s some money been 
sent by post, and we don’t-know who it’s for. 

Cuariry COMMISSIONER: Mind he doesn’t send you by 
post somewhere further than you care for. I tell you, these 
little matters are not so managed in a well-ordered state. 
Why is there a whole squadron of us here? We ought to 
approach him one by one, and do . . . what is needful in 
a private interview, so that nobody knows anything about 
it. So (to the Judge), you ought to begin first. 

Jupce: Much better you. 

(They argue back and forth as to who is to present the 
first bribe, and while the discussion rages, they hear, Khles- 
takov moving about in his room. They rush for the door, 
treading on one another's toes. Enter Khlestakov, followed 
by the Judge. In his flurry, the Judge drops his bank-notes 
on the floor, and is overcome with horror.) 

Kuestakov: I say, lend me this! 

Jupce (eagerly): If you wish, sir, if you wish, with the 
greatest of pleasure. 

KHLEsTakov: I spent all my money on the road, you 
know, over one thing and another. . . . However, as soon as 
I get home, I'll return it to you. 

Jovce: Don’t mention it, it’s quite unnecessary. The 
honor of lending it to you is enough. (He stumbles along) 
. . » Will there be any injunction? . . . I mean, you will not 
give any injunction to the judge of this district? 

Kuestakov: Why should I? No, thank you — thanks. 

(The Judge, infinitely relieved, goes out, and in turn the 
Postmaster, the Charity Commissioner, Bobchinski and Dob- 
chinski all interview him and slip him money, to his puzzle- 
ment. Very soon, however, he skips all preliminaries and 
readily accepts notes to the amount of a thousand rubles. 
He is vastly amused and decides to write the whole inci- 
dent to a friend in Petersburg. He calls Osip and brags to 
him about his good luck. . . .) 

Oste: Yes, thank Heaven! Only, do you know —? 

Kuiestakov: Know what? 

Osir: You ought to be starting! It’s high time. 

Kuiestakov: What nonsense! Why? 

Ostp: I mean it. You’ve been a-going it here for two days 
— really, it’s quite enough. You don’t know what may hap- 
pen next — somebody else may turn up. 

KuLEstakov (writing): No, I'd like to stay a Mttle longer. 
Tomorrow will do. 

Oste: Tomorrow! Lord love us, we must go! If they make 
a lot of you just now, it’s all the better reason for starting 
at once. You see, they've been and mistook you for some- 
body else. . . 

Kuxestakov (still writing): Very well then. Only take 
this letter first, please, and then get an order for post- 
horses — and mind you see that they’re good ones. (Con- 
tinues writing.) There, I fancy Tryapichkin will die of 
laughing — 

Ostr: I'll send it off, sir, by the man here. I'd better be 
packing up, so’s not to lose time. 

(Osip goes out and orders the Governor's servant to see 
that the Postmaster franks the letter. Various merchants and 
villagers come to Khlestakov to complain about the Gover- 
nor. He makes them all sorts of promises to get rid of them. 
After they go, he pays ardent court to both Anna and her 
daughter, Marya, finally asking Marya to marry him. The 
Governor arrives and Khlestakov asks for his consent to the 
match. With the women he is very high-flown and romantic, 
but it is evident that he does not mean what he says. Never- 
theless, the women and the Governor are overjoyed*and 
accept the match immediately. Osip enters during this scene, 


NOVEMBER 6, 


1944 











—s— 7 | 
— } 
Sy . 
— 
. = ’ 
Ani SS3 gf 
ff J 
= y 


In his flurry, the Judge drops his bank-notes on the 
floor. Khlestakov asks him for a loan of the money. 





saying the horses are ready, and Khlestakov says he has to 
see his uncle, but that he will be back tomorrow. He bor- 
rows some more money from the Governor, who sees him 
off with immense ceremony.) 


ACT V 

SceNnE — as_ before. 

(The Governor, Anna and Marya) 

Governor: Well, Anna — eh? Had you any idea of that 
now? There’s a prize, if you like! Now, confess it candidly, 
you never dreamt of such a thing! You were a simple town- 
governor's wife, and now see who you've hooked for a son- 
in-law — a swell, confound you! 

Anna: Not at all—I knew it ages ago. It’s you that’s 
taken by surprise; you're only a commonplace person, and 
have never met people of quality! 

Governor: Why, madam, I'm one of the quality myself! 
. . . Just think, though, Anna, what a fine pair of birds 
we've become, eh? We can fly pretty high now. . . . Stop, 
won't I pepper up all the gentlemen who were so free 
with their petitions and complaints! (Enter a Police Officer) 
Oh, that’s you, Ivan! Just summon the merchants, brother. 
Won't I let the blackguards have it! Informing about me 
indeed! Take note of all who came to protest against me 
and especially the scribblers who concocted their petitions. 
And be sure to let em all know, from me, what an honor 
Heaven has sent the Governor; he’s going to marry his 
daughter to a man whose equal the world’s never seen, who 
can accomplish everything — everything — everything! Shout 
it in everyone’s ears, ring the bells! (Exit the Police Offi- 
cer.) Now, Anna, what do you think? Things being as they 
are, where shall we make up our abode, here or in “Peter”? 

Anna: Oh, in Petersburg, of course. How could we re- 
main here? 

(The Governor and his wife go on exultingly daydream- 
ing to each other until the merchants arrive, full of fear and 
apology. He lets them off, finally, with a warning to mind 
their P’s and Q’s and to be sure to give his daughter a fine 
wedding present. The Judge, the Charity Commissioner, and 
several other officials come to congratulate the Governor. 
(Concluded on page 24) 
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RUSSIAN POETRY 


LEXANDER PUSHKIN is to Russian poetry as 
Shakespeare is to English. Russia awoke during the 
period of the war with Napoleon to new contact with the 
outside world and new belief in herself. Pushkin was 
the greatest poet of this awakening. Since poetry suffers 
by translation, the poem reprinted here may not keep all 
of Pushkin’s perfection of wording and style, but you 
will enjoy its metaphor. 


The Coach of Life 


Though often somewhat heavy-freighted, 
The coach rolls at an easy pace; 
And Time, the coachman, grizzly-pated, 
But smart, alert, is in his place. 


We board it lightly in the morning 

And on our way at once proceed. 

Repose and slothful comfort scorning, 

We shout: “Hey, there! Get on! Full speed!” 


Noon finds us done with reckless daring, 
And shaken up. Now care’s the rule. 
Down hills, through gulleys roughly faring, 
We sulk, and cry: “Hey, easy, fool!” 


The coach rolls on, no pitfall dodging. 
Toward evening, more accustomed grown, 
We drowse, while to the night’s dark lodging 
Old coachman Time drives on, drives on.’ 


Pushkin was surrounded by poets not quite his equal. 
When he died in 1837, his mantle fell on Mikhail Ler- 
montov, a proud, rebellious, musical, romantic genius. 
Lermontov was killed in a duel when he was twenty- 
seven, but not until he had written many poems which 
have always attracted young people. Looking at the 
calm clouds and stars, he warns, 


On the grim day of disaster 

These remember, worlds away; 

Be beyond earth’s reach as they are, 
Arr different as they.’ 


These poets wrote for the few who were educated, 
and ignored the peasants. But events were moving fast 
in Russia. After the serfs were freed, poetry gave way to 
a period of social] discussion in prose. Poetry then went 
through a literary revolution. Before the first World 
War and during the 1920s many cults vied with one an- 
other in trying to express the new feeling of freedom 
and in condemning the art of Pushkin and his followers, 
because it ignored the peasantry. Bv the early 1930s, 
however, a national and united literature had begun to 
appear. The terrific struggle of Russia in this war has 
further united and aroused the poets 


‘Reprinted from Russian Poetry, International Publishers, Inc., by permis- 
ron of the translators. Babette Deutsch and Avrahm Yarmolinsky. 


POEMS TO REMEMBER 


One of the best poems of the war is this by Boris Pas- 
ternak. It reveals the sorrows and the courage of Russia 
with clearness and dignity. Pasternak is one of Russia’s 
leading poets. 


Courage 


I will remember, 

the countless unnamed men of besieged cities 
who stood firm when the paving blocks 
leaped from their beds, when the bricks 

of their homes crashed about their heads, 
and death sang its shrill monotonous whine. 


I will remember them 

on the hasty barricades, in the quiet suburbs 

where the cherry tree lived peaceably in the garden. 
They lay on the roads, shouting for reinforcements 
with no one near enough to hear. 


I will remember 

the chunk of bread they sank their teeth into 
crossing the torn wheat field 

to the burned house. 

They made their fingers familiar 

with the sleek rifle butt 

not for praise or power, but the cold 
knowledge of the work that must be done. 


It was not enough to be angry. 

It was not enough to be thirsty 

for blood to match your child’s blood 

darkening the ground behind the roofless schoolhouse. 
They needed quiet eyes and iron hands. 


I will remember 

the yammer of machine-guns at their shelter, 

and how they lived always with whispering ears 
from the bullets’ passing; 

how they came back from the outpost, 

walking carefully like dead men reborn, 

told the commander where to find the enemy; 
how they went back again to the dangerous corner 
among the pockmarked bricks. 


I will say 

how they died in the fullness of their lives 

and become part of our songs 

and walked among the thunderbolts and eagles.” 


2 Reprinted from War Poems of the United Nations, edited by Joy David- 
man, by permission of the Dial Press 
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RUSSIAN WRITING 


USSIAN literature passed out of the awkward age 
PR with the writings of Alexander Pushkin (1799-1837), 
grew up in the work of the major novelists, and declined 
with Chekhov (1860-1904). And, when the hour of revolu- 
tion struck, it came to an end which was a new beginning. 
Nearly all the important Russian authors cultivated the art 
of the short story, and indeed, for Chekhov and those who 
came after him it was the chief medium. 

The function and range of literature were broader in 
pre-revolutionary Russia than in the rest of the western 
world. The sentiments and opinions that men were for- 
bidden to set forth in the public prints, from the rostrum, 
even from a club chair, found their way into imaginative 
writing. Thus the impulses that elsewhere expressed them- 
selves in civic activities, gave fiction a partly political cast 
and charged it with social overtones. Much of the writing 
does not exhibit the neat plot, the suspense, the severe 
economy of contemporary story-tellers. Russian stories are 
to be read rather for their warm humanity, for their pene- 
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By Avrahm Yarmolinsky 


WRITERS 


trating insights into character, for their musings on first 
and last things and not least for their picture of Russian 
society, a world in which Soviet life is rooted. 

Many of Pushkin’s stories are straightforward tales about 
matters of perennial interest. The characters are drawn 
with a light pencil, but neatly and clearly. In his pages, one 
finds for the first time the simplicity and homeliness that 
Pushkin felt to be more suitable to the Russian tongue than 
“European finicalness and French refinement.” The man 
who brought Russian verse to an unmatched excellence did 
pioneering work when, at the end of his stormy youth, he 
limited himself, in his own phrase, mainly “to stern prose.” 

If Pushkin laid the foundations of the realism that domi- 
nates Russian fiction, the superstructure was built by men 
who for the most part lacked his healthy, graceful accept- 
ance of life. The first of these builders, Nikolay Gogol 
(1809-1852), established the naturalist tradition, with its 
emphasis on the more sordid aspect of the commonplace. 
His imagination needed the support of exact and ample 
knowledge. Yet the result of his close observations was not 
a sober likeness, but something exaggerated, comic, mon- 
strous. 

Theodore Dostoievsky (1821-81) owed a great debt to 
Gogol. His early stories are in the naturalist vein that his 
senior opened up. They deal with poor folk, petty clerks, 
down-at-heel intellectuals— men and women so crushed 
and cowed, so starved in body and spirit that they seem 
not merely victims of an inhuman system but mental cases. 
From the first Dostoievsky was fascinated by the abnormal. 
He believed, however, in the sacredness of self, in man’s 
freedom to choose between good and evil. But he never 
excused selfishness. Only love freely given could make for 
personal salvation and unite men in a true commonwealth 
His most effective writing is that which pictures man with 
all his evil impulses, with his divided nature, his back- 
sliding and weakness, fitfully striving after goodness. 

The people run like a crimson thread through the tex- 
ture of Russian literature. This was largely the product of 
men whose forebears had been exploiting the peasants for 
generations and who themselves, however remorsefully, 
were living on the labor of the masses. Their idealization 
of the peasantry was largely an expression of the sense of 
guilt felt by the more sensitive members of a class that 
had had its day. In any case, “the people” remained the 
hub around which so much of Russian writing revolved. 

The sober-minded and Europeanized Ivan Turgene\ 
(1818-83) entertained no illusions about the peasants, 
though their problems were a matter of deep concern to 
him both as a citizen and as a writer. In his youth he took 
what he called his “Hannibal's oath” not to rest until serf- 
dom was destroyed. A Sportsman’s Sketches, the work 
with which his literary career opened, was a fulfillment of 





22 

his vow. The book was in effect an abolitionist tract, al- 
although it was not the work of a propagandist turning 
fiction to his own ends, but of a story-teller whose human 
sympathies went out to the underdog. Turgenev admitted 
that he, like many other Russians, lacked the English writ- 
ers’ gift for contriving a plot. The germ of his story was 
always a face, an individual man or woman, whose tea 
tures he studied until he could read the individual's his- 
tory there. He held to the belief that the only duty of a 
piece of fiction was “to be well written; that merit included 
every other of which it was capable.” 


Ar NO time in his long life did Turgenev’s greater con- 
temporary, Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910), see eye to eye with 
him. His long outlook shifted with the years, but the moral- 
ist always stood at the writer’s elbow and often his shadow 
fell across the page. Tolstoy was a genuinely religious man, 
with the puritan’s strong streak of reason. How to live ac- 
cording to the dictates of conscience and reason was the 
problem that never ceased to harrass him, and this preoc- 
cupation colored nearly everything he wrote. In his later 
years he insisted that a writer of fiction needed “a clear 
and firm conception of what is good and what is bad in 
life,” that a narrative was held together not “by the unity 
of characters and situations” but by the cement of the 
authors “moral attitude toward his subject.” The author 
of War and Peace, with all his great gusto, with al] the 
variety and richness of his experience, with his marvellous 
ability to project himself into the lives of others — be it a 
young girl at ‘her first ball or an old peasant on his 
deathbed — was perpetually intruding on his reader his 
moral concern. He had an endless interest in the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, and he was able to make them 
wonderfully real; but he was repeatedly waylaid by his 
desire to reform the world, subdue the flesh, and cast out 
the devil. If this sometimes reduced his stature as a writer, 
it only added in the public eye to his stature as a man. 

Tolstoy’s moral concern shows least in his Sevastopol 
Tales, where he offers an objective, factual account of 
what he saw that might have been the work of a supremely 
gifted “special correspondent.” The hero of the drama for 
him is the common soldier. 

It is customary to consider that the great period of Rus- 
sian prose, lasting nearly half a century, came to an end 
in the eighties with the death of Dostoievsky and Turgenev 
and the conversion to religion of Tolstoy. And indeed the 
successor of these great giants, Anton Chekhov (1860- 
1904), did not have so large a grasp as theirs. He was not 
ambitious to plunge so deep or to strain so. high. While 
those who established the short story were also novelists, 
Chekhov, except for his excursions into drama, confined 
himself to the short story. In that his mastery is unex- 
celled. Certainly Chekhov did not try to see the world 
steadily and see it whole; but he looked into so many 
corners of it with so searching and sympathetic an eye that 
in the end he offered a remarkably full and sober and sensi- 
tive view of the Russian scene, chiefly through the human 
beings who people it and who, he makes plain to us, are 
much like human beings everywhere. 

He began as a writer of humorous sketches, some of 


them the merest anecdotes; but in his mature work all that 
remains of the comic spirit is an occasional flash of fun 
and a vein of irony that crops out now and then. Avoid. 
ing the solemnity of Tolstoy and the nightmarish quality 
of Dostoievsky, the tone of his later stories is generally 
serious. He writes about villagers and factory hands, and 
often about people belonging to the middle class. That he 
hated hypocrisy, meanness, slovenliness, stupidity, what- 
ever balks or soils or stifles genial, rational living and de- 
cent human relations, his stories as well as his plays make 
plain. His work is full of the spirit of compassion. “There 
ought to be, behind the door of every happy, contented 
man, someone standing with a hammer, continually re- 
minding him with a tap that there are unhappy people.” 
Chekhov was the man with the hammer. 

When Chekhov died, the year before the unsuccessful 
revolt of 1905, the era of which he had been the voice 
was coming to a close. Fresh currents were in the air, a 
new buoyant spirit was making itself felt. The literary 
scene, over which the venerable figure of Tolstoy stil] tow- 
ered, was lively and varied. A “modernist” trend had come 
in and was finding expression in over-refined prose. At the 
same time a number of talented writers were working the 
old vein of socially minded realism. As a whole these re- 
flected the uneasy temper of the times less clearly than 
did the younger Alexander Kuprin (1870-1938) —a full- 
blooded, masculine story-teller. It is, however, the perform. 
ance of Maxim Gorky (1868-1936) that most truly repre- 
sents the troubled 25 years before the fall of the empire. 


Cuexnov was a well established author when Gorky, a 
graduate of the university of the streets, burst upon the lit- 
erary scene. The two men became friendly, but as writers 
they were poles apart. Gorky’s early stories dealt largely with 
the vagrants and unskilled workers among whom he had 
grown up, and were written with a rough frankness that 
carried defiance of the existing order. His stories of the 
lower depths of society fed the will to revolt; and the 
bright colors of his pages were like a banner and a bugle 
cal] to a generation preparing to give battle. In due time 
he became the dean of Soviet letters and the spokesman 
of the new regime. Nevertheless, while urging the young 
men to deal with Soviet life and the promise it held out, 
he wrote about the past he knew intimately. His perform- 
ance is uneven, yet his autobiography, one or two of his 
plays, a handful of short stories, may be ranked with the 
finest work of his contemporaries. 

On one occasion Chekhov pointed out that great writers 
captivate us because at the heart of their work there is 
some generous purpose, some goal toward which they move, 
taking us with them, so that even when they depict life as 
it is, the picture carries a dissatisfaction with the harsh 
actuality and a sense of life as it could be. Certainly the 
Russian authors looked at their world realistically, were 
critical of what they saw, and wrote out their longing for 4 
life they could barely imagine. They quicken the imagi- 
nation with a sense of the enterprise upon which mankind 
is stubbornly engaged. 


Reprinted from A Treasury of Great Russian Short Stories by 
permission of the Macmillan Co., and the editor. 
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eat writers 


No all ot our coutributions today 
are directly inspired by the USSR, 
but their relation to ideas associated 
with Kussia is apparent. Even our 
first poem might arouse a controversy 
there, for Russia has changed swiftly 
from man power to machine power. 


Loss 


Scmehow | think it was better when 
God gave not to machines, but men, 
Care of his fertile lands 


lt seems so wrong for only steel 
To know the fresh, sweet, earthen feel 
With cold and rusty hands. 


Can metal know how close to God, 
With fingers laced beneath the sod, 
\ humble man can be? 


Can iron fondle in its palm 
A tiny seed, a wordless psalm, 
A tuneless melody? / 


For dust he was, and dust will be, 
So only man backbent can see 
And feel the hand of God. , 
Rosemary Glimm, 17 
Midwood High School 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 2 
Minna Keyser, Teacher 


Three Rivers That Flow With Us 
The Volga 


River spun out of an infinite stream, 

Distilled from the rays of the sun’s lost 
beam; 

River run into a sure, wide path, 

Now swollen deep with the raindrops 
of wrath. 


River whose waters lift and revive 
The falling r‘ver, the fading song; 
River of life for a land alive; 

River of strength for a people strong; 


River eternal; river of hope; 

River supernal; boundless in scope; 
River of truth in - time gone blind; 
Giver of youth for a new mankind. 


The Yangtse 


Ancient river, far too old! 
Young-life’s cradle and its mother, 





The Round Table 


Student writers’ own page 


Edited by CRhhanQotia. Dan da Wal 


Weak to join the fighting fold, 
Strong beneath as any other. 


Home of famine, home of flood! 
God’s angry acre, God’s rough rill. 

A rill forever red with blood. 

Ii men are groping, blood will spill. 


Yellow river, yellow race! 

Yet we share war’s bitter sorrow. 
Distant people, distant place. 
Side by side, we face tomorrow. 


The Thames 


“Runne softly, sweete Thames,” for the 
rapids are passed, - 

See the sky shining clear where once 
storm clouds were massed; 

Sing gently, great river, the fates shift 
at last, 

And danger is ended,—the die has 
been cast "ih 


From the hillsides of Gloucester to Til- 
burn Quay, 

Past Oxford and Reading and Rynny- 
mede Lea, — 

A short grassy meadow, the shrine of 
the free; 

Past all of them east to the sunrige and 
sea. 


As a murmuring -freshet or thundering 
tide, 

The voice of a people and heart of their 
pride, 

The fountain of courage and bravery’s 
guide, 

The guardian spirit, the fortress inside. 


Run softly, sweet Thames, though new 
trials will come, — 


SCHOLASTIC invites original contributions from all high school stu- 


_ 


dents, the best of which will be published in the Round Table. 
Writers whose work is accepted for publication will receive a copy of 


Saplings, a book of the best student writing of previous years. Send a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope if you wish your contribution returned. Individual 
comment and criticism will be given at the editor’s discretion, when requested. Writ- 
ting may be in any literary form, prose or poetry, adapted to our page length. 
Material submitted will be considered for the annual Scholastic Awards, but if 
entered in the poetry division should total one hundred lines of verse. 

On the first Saturday of each month poems from the Round Table will be read 
by Bob Emery on his Mutual Network broadcast, at 10:30 a. m. EWT. 
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We must burn out the flame where the 
fire leaps from — 
And after you strike up the ‘victory 
drum, 
Then sing us that tune that a new world 
can hum! 
Jack Royce, 17 
The Bronx High School of Science 
New York, N. Y. 
Dr. Isabel $. Gordon, Teacher 


In Russia 


The wind no longer sings in the willow 
by the brook, 

By the little rippling brook, 

For they tore it all asunder 

With their guns that spoke like thunder 

Till the earth in terror shook. 


The wind no longer sings in the willow’s 
pale green leaves, 

In the slender, pale green leaves, 

For the leaves are brown; they rattle 

Like the cough of death in battle 

When they’re shaken by the breeze. 


The wind uo longer sings in the land 
where grew the tree, 

For in Russia grew the tree, 

But it moans as if in sorrow, 

Symbolistic of the sorrow 

That is there across the sea. 


Dorothy M. Casper, 18 
Stratford (Conn.) High School 


Miss Vinsen Gorman, Teacher 


Bright Fall Leaves! 


Bright fall leaves 
Gazing crimson-scarlet-eyed 
At a staring sun, 
Skipping swiftly 
‘Cross rich Autumn’s gaudy gown, 
Joyfully playing tag 
With a snapping, laughing wind, 
Oh! let me taste 
Of your bright happiness; 
Oh! let me know 
Such wild, such gay 
Delight! 
Dick Schade, 16 


U. S$. Grant High School 
Portland, Oregon 
Lydia Anderson, Teacher 
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SHARPEN 


@ QUIZ YOURSELF! 


I. NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH 


Here are some statements about “The 
Knives.” Mark true statements T, false 
ones F. 

1. Because Pashka was Russian, he 
naturally believed implicitly in the truth 
ot what the fortune-teller said. 

2. Pashka was not beyond appeals to 
human vanity. 

8. At his first attempt to throw the 
rings, Pashka was disarmed by love. 

4. This story, like mostRussian prose, 
is somber in mood and tone. 


ll. DID YOU GET THE POINT? 


Read and think about “The Inspector- 
General.” Then underline the best com- 
pleting word or phrase in each sentence. 

1. Gogol’s purpose in this satirical 
play was to (a) bring about a revolution 
ot the proletariat; (b) expose the graft 
ard dishonesty of petty officials; (c) 
show that love is stronger than politics. 

2. The confusion of Khlestakov with 
the Inspector-General came about be- 
cause (a) Khlestakov deliberately 
planned the deception; (b) the officials 
found his characteristics exactly what 
they would expect in an Inspector-Gen- 
eral; (c) Osip spread the story. 

3. By “palm-oil” the town officials 
meant (a) flattery; (b) tar and feathers; 
(c) bribery. 

4. The mistake was discovered when 
(a) the postmaster opened Khlestakov’s 
letter; (b) the real Inspector-General 
arrived; (c) Marya admitted the truth. 


iil. WHICH IS WHICH? 


As soon as you have read the article 
on “Russian Poetry” and the one on 
“Russia’s Great Writers,” match the au- 
thors listed at left with identifying 
phrases at right. 


1. Pushkin ( ) Great novelist, moral- 
ist, ethical writer, late 
19th century 

( ) Wrote only short stor- 
ies and dramas, spoke 
of humanity’ with 
compassion, some hu- 

8. Lermontov . mor 

( ) Opponent of serfdom, 
writer whose sympa- 
thies went to under- 
dog 

() Contemporary ot 
Chekhov, dean of So- 
viet letters. 


2. Dostoievsky 


4. Gogol 


5. Turgenev 


6. Pasternak ( ) Naturalist, influenced 
by Gogol, fascinated 
with abnormal 
Poet, successor to 
Pushkin, killed in duel 
at 27 
Leading contemporary 
Russian poet 
Author and play- 
wright, established 
naturalist tradition 
Poet, short story writ- 
er, laid foundations of 
realism 


7. Tolstoy 
8. Chekhov 


9. Gorky 


@ EXPRESS YOURSELF! 


PULL UP A CHAIR 

— And join the discussion: 

How many of the selections in this 
week’s issue could have been written 
just as truly about American persons 
and places, with an American point 
of view? What outstanding differences 
do you find? 


WORDS TO THE WISE 


From the following list select the 
right word for each blank. a-h are from 
“Russia’s Great Writers,” i-j are from 
“Russian Poetry.” 

a. rostrum 


b. perennial 
c. sordid 
d 
e 


f. contrive 
g. genial 

h. venerable 
i. vie 

j. sleek 

1. By exposing the living con- 
dition@in London slums, Charles Dickens’ 
novels contributed greatly to social reform. 

2A nature is an asset in making 
friends. 

3. The speakers’ table was placed on 
the —______ so that dinner guests in the 
banquet hall might have a clear view. 

4. At the age of 80 the _____ Ben- 
jamin Franklin was still serving his coun- 


. remorsefully 
. illusion 


5. The shipwrecked men were able to 
a trap for catching game. 

6. In war and in peace the Bible is 
a —_—_— best-seller. 

7. Our brave flyers ——______ with 
one another in shooting down enemy 
planes. 

8. The” collaborationist ——___ ad - 
mitted that he had betrayed his neigh- 
bors to protect his own family from Nazi 
violence. 

9. Who doesn’t admire the 
lines of a race horse? 

10. This war has proved that it is an 

to believe that our country can 
remain aloof from world affairs. 


SENIOR 


INSPECTOR-GENERAL 


(Concluded) 


He and his wife brag insufferably. Their 
arrogance is soon ended, however, when 
the Postmaster comes in with Khles- 
takov's letter. He reads its unflattering 
comments about each of them. The 
Governor is “as stupid as a mule,” the 
Postmaster a “rascal who drinks like 
a fish,” the Charity Commissioner “a 
pig in a skull-cap,” the Judge in “the 
worst possible taste,” but all “hospitable 
and well meaning.” The officials are 
angry and demand that the Governor 
capture the impostor. He admits that 
the stranger has fled, and then all be- 
gin to bemoan the loss of the money 
they gave him.) 

Jupce (in perplexity): How was it, 
gentlemen, that we came to make such 
a mistake? 

Governor (beats himself on the 
shoulders): How could I? . . . Thirty 
years have I been in the service; not a 
tradesman or contractor could cheat 
me. . . . Look at me, look —all the 
world, all of you see how the Gov- 
ernor’s fooled! . . . To be sure, what 
was there like an Inspector-General in 
that crack-brained trifler? Nothing at 
all! Who was’ it then who first gave 
out that he was the Inspector-General? 
Answer me! 

Jupce: Who started the idea? Why, 
there they are—those enterprising 
young bucks! (Points to Dobchinski 
and Bobchinski. ) 

Boscuinski: I swear it wasn’t me! | 
never thought — 

Doscuinski: I hadn’t the least idea - 

Cuariry CoMMIssIONER: Undoubted- 
ly it was you! 

Governor: Of course it was you - 
you gossiping busybodies, you liars! 

Jupce: You confounded bunglers! 

(All crowd up to them threateningly. | 

(Enter a gendarme.) 

GENDARME: The Inspector-General 
sent by Imperial command has arrived, 
and requests your attendance at once. 
He awaits you in the inn. 

(They are thunderstruck at this an- 
nouncement. The ladies utter simulto- 
neous cries of amazement; the whole 
group suddenly shift their positions and 
remain as if petrified.) 

A MARRIAGE 

A drop of rain fell through the air, a 
speck of dust lay on the ground. 

The drop wished to unite itself with 
a hard substance; it was tired of its 
free, active existence. 

It joined itself to the speck of dust - 
and lay on the ground, a blob of mud. 


— Feodor Sologub, Russian philosopher 
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THE K 


By VALENTINE KATAYEV 
(Translated by Basil Creighton) 


A SUNDAY’ stroll in the public gar- 
dens is the very thing to show what 
a man’s good for. 

Pashka Kokushkin began his Sun- 
day’s stroll in the Fresh Ponds at six in 
the evening. First of all he went to the 
open-air Mosselprom Pavilion and 
drank a bottle of beer. That at once 
showed a proper attitude to life and also 
his moderation. 

Then he bought two packets of roast- 
ed sunflower seeds and walked at a leis- 
urely pace along the main avenue. On 
the way he spoke to a gypsy. 

“Let me read your hand, my fine 
young gentleman. I'll tell you what your 
heart is set on and I'll tell you what’s on 
your mind. I'll tell you it all and hide 
nothing, and you've only to give the old 
gypsy ten kopeks. If I tell your fortune, 
all will be well with you. If I don’t 
you'll be sorry.” 

Pashka thought it over. 

“Fortune telling is rubbish. All the 
same, here’s a copper for you. You can 
carry on, though you'll only tell a pack 
of lies.” 

The gypsy put the coin in the pocket 
of her skirt and showed her black teeth. 

“There’s a pleasant meeting in store 
for you, young man, and because of this 
meeting your heart will have sorrow. 
An old man stands in your way, but 
don’t fear anything. Fear only the knife. 
The knife will cause you a lot of trou- 
ble. Don’t fear your friends — fear your 
enemies, and the green parrot will 
bring you luck. Go on your way with 
a brave: heart!” 

The gypsy bent her lean body for- 
word and walked away with dignity, 
shuffling the soles of her dusky feet 
over the ground. 

“Lies well, the rascal,” Pashka said, 
winked, laughed out loud and went on 
his way. 

As he went he sampled‘ all the pleas- 
ures life had to offer. First he weighed 
himself on a rickety weighing machine; 
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A fat woman blotted Ludmilla out and shut the window. 


it registered a hundred and seventy-five 
pounds. Then he tried his strength and, 
nearly sinking to his knees with exer- 
tion, he made the quivering pointer 
reach “strong man.” After this he 
strolled on for a while and tested his 
nerves with electricity. He grasped the 
brass rod with both hands; there was a 
tickling as of ants, his palms stuck to 
the brass rod — but his nerves proved 
to be strong. 

Finally he sat on a chair in front of 
a back-cloth suspended from a tree and 
displaying the Kremlin as seen from the 
Stone Bridge, crossed his legs, made a 
very fierce face and had his photograph 
taken. In ten minutes Pashka received 
the still wet print and gazed upon it for 
a long time with great satisfaction: his 
check cap, his own familiar nose, his 
Apache shirt with open collar, his coat 
—all faultless— pleased him well. It 
was not easy to believe that this strik- 
ingly handsome fellow and _ himself 
were one and the same. 

“Not bad,” he said as he carefully 
rolled up the sticky photograph and 
marched off to the landing stage. 

To exhaust the stock of Sunday de- 
lights Pashka walked on and arrived at 
an unusually popular booth. A crowd 
blocked its wide-open doors. The ring 
of metal and loud laughter could be 
heard from within. 


1944 


“What's going on here?” Pashka 
asked an undersized Red Guardsman 
who was pushing his way in. 

“Throwing rings. It’s a game. If you 
throw straight you get a samovar.” 

Pashka peered inquisitively into the 
brilliantly lighted interior over the heads 
of the crowd. The whole of the back 
wall was hung with red cotton. In front 
of it were three tiers of knives stuck on 
end. Among the knives enticing prizes 
were displayed. On the lowest tier — 
boxes, sweetmeats, cakes; on the mid- 
dle one — alarm clocks, casseroles, caps; 
and on the top one, just below the roof 
in semi-darkness, particularly seductive 
artiles — two balalaikas, a Tula samo- 
var, yellow elastic-sided boots, an Ital- 
ian concertina, a cuckoo-clock and a 
gramophone. You threw the rings and 
if you got one over a knife you won 
the article lying beside it. But it was al- 
most impossible to throw a ring over a 
knife, for the knives were very flexible 
and the rings rebounded from them. 
Most amusing! 

Pashka elbowed his way into the 
booth. A little old man with silver spec- 
tacles on his nose stood behind the 
counter, giving out the rings, forty 
throws for twenty-five kopeks. 

“Let me have a go,” Pashka said, 
pushing his way up to the counter. “Just 
for the fun of the thing.” 
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The old man handed him the rings. 

“Now then,” Pashka asked prosily, “if 
you hit a knife at the bottom, you win 
a Balaev cake. Is that it?” 

“That's so,” the old man said. 

“And next row, an alarm clock?” 

The old man nodded. 

“Fine. And for a samovar, I suppose, 
you have to aim right under the roof?” 

“Get your cake first. Then you can 
start talking,” someone in the crowd 
remarked impatiently. “Get on!” 

Pashka put his photograph down on 
the counter, pushed the crowd aside 
with his elbow, took his stance, aimed 
— but suddenly the ring flew from his 
grasp, fell on its side and rolled away. 
Pashka had turned to stone. On a chair 
beside the shelves, with her hands de- 
murely folded in her lap, sat a young 
smartly-dressed girl, whose beauty was 
such that his eyes were blinded. The 
girl got up quickly from her chair, 
picked up the ring and handed it back 
to Pashka without raising her eyes; but 
at the last moment she smiled faintly 
and stealthily, only with the corners 
of her mouth — and Pashka was lost. 

“Now then, what’s up with you? Get 
on and win your samovar,” the eager 
onlookers shouted behind him. 

Pashka awoke and began to sling the 
rings one after another, seeing nothing 
but the girl’s lowered eyelids and her 
little mouth arched in the middle like 
a cherry. When he had thrown all forty 
rings she collected them and put them 
silently on the counter. But this time 
she raised her grey eyes to Pashka and 
stroked back an ash-blonde lock that 
had fallen forward from behind her ear. 
Pashka paid another twenty-five kopeks. 
The rings flew at random. The gaping 
crowd laughed and surged at his back. 
The knives hummed like bees. The old 
man scratched his nose in complete in- 
difference. 

When he had squandered a ruble 
and not made a single hit Pashka for- 
lornly left the crowd and walked under 
the lime trees along by the water which 
was dyed a rosy pink with the sunset. 
The air was cool about his ears. The 
lights of a cinema were reflected as pil- 
lars of flame in the tinted water. But 
Pashka went on without paying any 
attention and hummed to himself: 

“The gypsy told your fortune, the 
gypsy told your fortune, the gypsy told 
your fortune, gazing on your hand.” ~ 

Before the night was over he had lost 
his heart finally and irrevocably. 

For a whole month Pashka went to 
the booth every Sunday to throw the 
rings. He threw half his earnings away. 
He did not take his holiday — he had 
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VALENTINE KATAYEYV, born in 
Odessa forty-seven years ago, comes 
of “bourgeois” stock. His father was 
a schoolmaster. One grandfather was 
a priest, the other a general. While 
he was still a schoolboy he enlisted in 
the artillery in 1915 and served 
throughout World War I. After the 
Revolution, he fought in the 
Ukraine, for the Reds. 

In 1922, he settled in Moscow and 
began work as a journalist, scenario 
and libretto writer and light poet. 
Meanwhile he published two pot- 
boiler thrillers and his first serious 
novel, The Embezzlers, which has 
been translated into English. This 
was followed by three other novels, 
also in translation, and a very popu- 
lar farce, called Squaring the Circle 
which has seen some 6000 perform- 
ances. 

Katayev is regarded as the fore- 
most Russian humorist. His fun is 
always boisterous, as in the story we 
present here, and full of light satire, 
some of it directed against the 
Soviets. 


quite forgotten it was his turn. The girl 
handed him the rings with lowered eyes 
as before. Only sometimes she smiled 
as if to herself. And sometimes when 
she suddenly caught sight of Pashka 
in the crowds she blushed so deeply 
that even her shoulders through the 
thin muslin seemed to glow like dark- 
cheeked peaches. In spite of all he could 
do, Pashka never succeeded in having 
a private word with her; either peo- 
ple got in the way or else the old man 
was watching them over his hooked 
finger, as though threatening and warn- 
ing Pashka: “Keep your hands off the 
girl. She is not for you.” But once Pash- 
ka did succeed in speaking to her for 
one second. There were not many peo- 
ple there and the old man had just run 
round to the back of the booth with 
a birch to chase the ragged children. 

“Pardon me,” Pashka said and his 
heart stood still, “what is your name?” 

“Ludmilla,” the girl whispered quickly 
with glowing cheeks. “I know you well. 
You once left your photograph behind 
the counter and I've kept it.” 

She put one finger to her neck and 
pointed to the corner of the crumpled 
print against her collar bone. When she 
looked up she was blushing like a rose. 
“And what's your name?” 

“Pashka. Won’t you come to the Coli- 
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seum with me? It’s quite a good | piece: 
The Woman With the Milliards.” 

“I couldn’t. Father never lets me out 
of his sight.” 

“Come all the same.” 

“Heaven forbid! If I went out he 
would never let me im again. And 
Mother is even worse. It’s horrible how 
strict parents are. Simply frightful. We 
live in the Sretenka, Prosvirin Street, 
not far from here, number two, in the 
yard to the left as you go in.” 

“What are we to do then, Ludmil- 
lotchka?” 

“We can’t do anything. Quick, throw 
your rings. Father’s coming.” 

Pashka had hardly begun throwing 
when her father came in with the birch 
in his hand. He gave his daughter an 
angry look. So Pashka went away with- 
out having come to any arrangement. 
And when he went the Sunday after — 
the booth was shut and barred. On the 
signboard a green parrot with a red 
tail was painted on a blue background. 
In his beak he heli a ring, and the wind 
blew the yellow leaves of the lime trees 
past the parrot and whirled them all 
around the booth; the flowerbeds were 
over and done, not a soul was to be 
seen. Autumn had come. 

Then Pashka remembered the gypsy’s 
words: “An old man stands in your way 

. the knife will cause a lot of trou- 
ble . . . the green parrot will bring you 
luck” — and the fury of rage he got in- 
to with the old crone passes description. 
He went to the Sretenka and found 
Prosvirin Street. It was a sombre day, 
gray and autumnal. Number two — there 
it was, green and white, with a small, 
poverty-stricken church opposite. Pash- 
ka entered the courtyard and turned to 
the left. But he had no idea where to 
go next. Then a street organ began to 
play in the middle of the yard; on it 
was perched a green parrot with a red 
tail, and it looked at Pashka out of 
round, unabashed and heavily lidded 
eyes. Then a little window opened on 
the second floor. A delicate little hand 
emerged and threw a coin wrapped in 
paper into the yard below. Through the 
donble window over the padding of 
felt, between the curtains and the pot- 
plants, Pashka caught sight of Lud- 
milla. She looked joyfully down at him, 
made signs with her dainty little fingers, 
extended her arms, shook her head, nod- 
ded — there was no making head or 
tail of what she meant. Pashka too be- 
gan to talk with his hands: “Come 
down, never mind your parents; I can- 
not live without you,” but then a fat 
moustachio’d woman in a Turkish shawl 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Initiative -The Foundation of Democracy 





When young “Red” 
Smith, eighth grader 
at Central School, 
sits with wrinkled 
brow, planning 
tricky plays for his 
football team, he is 
exercising his constitutional right to the 
“pursuit of happiness.” His happiness, in 
this particular instance, is trying to beat the 
daylights out of rival teams. And that is the 
basis of our whole democratic competitive 
system. It’s the reason that mo record, in 
any branch of our economic life, is safe in 
this country. No industrial record. No 
scientific record. No engineering record. 
No farm production record. No war record. 








Our kind of democracy gives us the 
privilege of initiative. In America we are 
free to go ahead and do things—free to 
compete for leadership in any walk of life. 


We are taught to believe that nothing is 
so good that it can’t be done or made 
better. And that same inftiative—that 
competitive spirit of free men—that ever- 


lasting urge to make the best better, bred 
in the hearts of millions of Arffericans, 
has made the U. S. the greatest nation on 
the face of the earth, in peace and in WAR. 


The youth of America learns initiative 
early on our fields of sports. Out there, 
where “‘the best man wins,” they develop 
the will-to-win, the never-say-die spirit, 
that makes them fight till the last man is 
out—till the final gun of the last quarter— 
the last bell of the last round—the last 
shot of the last long set—the last stride 
of the last lap. 

Our competitive 
sports burn this 
initiative into our 
boys. While they 
develop fine, strong 
bodies, and agilities 
and skills in the use 
of those bodies, they also develop priceless 
qualities of self-confidence and determina- 
tion—and a deep-seated love for the ways 
of American democracy. 











It is this love of independence—this 


freedom to compete on even terms for any 
prize worthwhile, developed in our youth 
by our competitive sports, that is the 
greatest safeguard 
of our democratic 
ways, in this age of 
sinister change. 








Carried intoman- 
hood it will give us 
a mighty bulwark 
against any inva- 
sion of the sacred tenets of the American 
way of life—whether from without or 
from within. 


Wilson Sporting Goods Co. and Wilson Athletic Goods Mfg. Co 
Inc., Chicago, New York and other lead ding cities 


Wilson 


IT’S WILSON TODAY 
IN SPORTS EQUIPMENT 
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Scientists are state-supported in the 
USSR. As long as their experiments 
are of direct benefit to the State, they 
are backed to the utmost with funds and 
equipment. If proved successful, their 
work is put into immediate use. 

Chemistry. Russian chemists have de- 
veloped a synthetic rubber from kok- 
sagyz, a dandelion plant. They have 
found a way to extract iodine from the 
foul waters of oilfields, sugar from water- 
melons, Vitamin C from pine needles. 

Agronomy. By supplying cotton 
plants with dyes in their soil, Russians 


grow green, red, black, and khaki cot-~ 


ton. By crossing hardy sheep of poor 
wool with delicate sheep of rich wool, 
they breed a weather-resistant sheep 
covered with fine fleece. They claim to 
have produced 50 million farm animals 
by artificial insemination. They have 
found a method of planting wheat in 
unplowed stubble so it will withstand 
40° below zero weather. They have de- 
developed sugary apricots that are self- 


Science in the 
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preserving, that-dry on the tree before 
falling off, and then fall off without de- 
caying. 

Physiology. One of the most daring 
experiments is progressing at the Insti- 
tute of Experimental Physiology at Vo- 
ronezh, under Dr. S. S. Bryukhonenko. 
An anesthetized dog is killed by drain- 
ing the blood from its body through the 
neck. Ten minutes after the dog’s heart 
has stopped beating and his breathing 
has ceased, the dog is restored to life 
by means of an autojector. This mecha- 
nism is artificial lungs and heart. The 
blood drained from the dog goes by a 
tube into a glass reservoir, where it is 
loaded with oxygen just as it would be 
if the blood were in the dog’s lungs. 








COUGH 





ia Cough Drops 


BLACK OR MENTHOL 


@ The first baseball game 
was played in Coopers- 
town, New York, in 1839, 
It was invented by Gen- 
eral Abner Doubleday, 
and it became popular 
very soon after it was in- 
troduced. 


@ Today the first name in cough 
drops is Smith Brothers, which be- 
came popular soon after they were 
introduced in 1847. Try them, and 
see why they were the favorite even 
when your Dad was a boy. You'll 
like them as much as he did when 
he was your age. They taste just like 
candy. 


DROPS 
* STILL ONLY 5¢ 











The oxygenated blood then is pumped 
from the reservoir into another tube 
that carries it back into the dog. After 
12 hours the dog wakes up, after 48 
hours it is perfectly normal again. 

The importance of the experiment is 
this: By use of the autojector as an ar- 
tifcial circulatory and respiratory sys- 
tem, human organs that have been 
badly hurt may in the future be kept 
alive until they are mended, Human 
tissue, particularly brain tissue, degen- 
erates in about 15 minutes after a fatal 
injury, and the autojector may perhaps 
extend its life. 

Medicine. For treatment of shock, 
Russian doctors have developed a new 
method of storing type O blood under- 
ground, whole, without spoilage for 
three weeks. In addition to transfusions 
of whole blood, Russian“surgeons now 
get rapid recovery from abdominal 
wound cases by feeding patients with 
ax eggnog mixture of warm milk, but- 
ter, eggs, sugar, salt, and distilled al- 
cohol — through a tube in the intestines. 
Perhaps the most important of all blood 
plasma work is that of Professor Alex- 
ander A. Bogomelets, of the Kiev In- 
stitute of Experimental Biology and 
Pathology. He takes cells from the 
spleen and bone marrow of healthy per- 
sons recently killed in accidents and 
injects these blood-making cells into a 
horse. An extract of the horse’s blood 
makes anti-reticular cytotoxic serum 
(famous ACS) which, Bogomolets 
claims, rapidly stops shock, helps build 
up fractured bones, combats cancer, 
and may enable man to live 125 years. 

Surgery. Russian surgeons success- 
fully transplant nerves from corpses and 
from animals onto the severed nerves 
of wounded soldiers. They also save the 
sight of eye-injury patients by making 
eye grafts from the dead. Dr. A. P. 
Frumkin is famed for his rebuilding of 
the lower abdominal organs of soldiers 
hurt by land mines. Two young scien- 
tists recently succeeded in transplanting 
an embryo (not cut through) tooth 
from a puppy into the jaw of a dog. 


NANCY GENET 


Russia's foremost scientist Alexander 


Bogomolets did much pioneer work 
with blood banks and transfusions. 
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We knew that Laytex-insulated wire was good. But actually, no one 
expected any single wire to stand up to all the tough war-usage that 
Laytex did. 

Laytex has taken arctic cold, tropic heat, moisture, mold, shock and 
wear, as no other wire has ever done heretofore. It has been used for 
virtually every purpose a wire can be used for—action-tested all over 
the world—and has come out with flying colors. 

kaytex has a proven record of delivering more electricity, more 
dependably, in more jobs than any other wire we know. 

Right now the entire output of Laytex Wires and Cables is going to 
the Armed Forces. But the day is steadily drawing nearer when manv- U AY 
facture will be resumed for Buildings, Police and Fire Alarms, Com- 


munications, Signalling, Power, Control, and other exacting services. Reg. U.S. Trade Mork 


SERVING THROUGH SCIENCE TO PIONEER A NEW ELECTRICAL ERA WIRES AND CABLES 


UNITED STATES RUBBER COMPANY 


1230 SIXTH AVENUE - ROCKEFELLER CENTER + NEW YORK 20. N. Y. 





All Standard Schrader Valve 
Caps in use today contain 
this specially designed seal- 
ing unit with a dome-shaped 
rubber washer vulcanized 
between two dome-shaped 
BRASS plates. Because of 
their unique construction, 
these caps are guaranteed 
airtight up to 250 Ibs. pres- 
sure. This mighty midget does 
the work. 


BOYS AND GIRLS OF AMERICA 
- +. be Cap Spotters! 


Do your part in saving rubber. See that a cap is on every tire 
valve of your family car as well as your bicycle. 


TRICK BOOKLET —ittustratea above contains two dozen balanc- 
ing tricks—with which to amuse your friends. It shows too, the 
importance of properly balanced tire pressures. Write for your 
free copy today—to Schrader, General P. O. Box 240, Brooklyn, 
New York. 


Sdealiee 


CONTROLS THE AIR 


YOUR family wouldn’t use a water-buffalo if their tires 
gave out? Naturally not—but what would they use if they 
couldn’t get all the new tires needed? Since new tires for 
everyone is still a thing of the future, the situation is 
very serious. 

What should you do about it? See that the present tires 
et good care. Keep them properly inflated at all times— 
or underinflation is the greatest single cause of ruined 

tires, excessive wear, poor mileage, and damage to side 
walls. This applies also to your bicycle tires. 

Combating underinflation is easy. Gauge pressure regu- 
larly. Put air in tires when needed. Seal the valve with a 
Schrader Cap. 

With the Armed forces, the care of tires is a vital issue. 
No pneumatic tire-equipped military vehicle passes inspec- 
tion without a Senden’ Cap on all tire valves for everybody 
knows their importance. Screwed down fingertight, 2 
Schrader Cap makes an airtight seal up to 250 /bs. pressure. 

Be sure a Standard Cap is on every tire valve. Take care 
of those you have—don’t lose them by leaving them on 
loosely. If your dealer is temporarily out of Schrader Caps, 
don’t Liam him. Try again later. 


A. SCHRADER'S SON, Division of Scovill Manufacturing Company, Incorporated, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
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ERE’S something for the boys! An 
exasperated letter from, a high 
school girl who says: “What sort of 
girls do boys like? We girls can’t under- 
stand what they want. If you play hard- 
to-get, they go to someone else. If you 
play the easy role, they get tired of 
you. What sort of girls do boys like?” 
Okay, fellows, you tell °em —in the 
next Jam Session! The question will be 
as stated above: WHAT SORT OF GIRLS 
DO BOYS LIKE? Write your opinions 
and mail them not later than Monday, 
November 13th, to Gay Head, Scholas- 
tic Magazine, 220 East 42nd St., New 
York 17, N. Y. 

For the benefit of classes who regu- 
larly participate in Jam Session, the 
question for the following Jam is also 
announced: WHAT SORT OF BOYS 
DO GIRLS LIKE? Girls who wish to 
write their opinions on this subject may 
send them anytime between now and 
December 15th. 

Today’s Jam Sessioners were almost 
unanimous in turning “thumbs down” 
on dates who drink anything stronger 
than cokes! On the subject of smoking 
the boys were ninety per cent against 
their dates smoking. Most of the girls 
agreed that they would respect a boy 
more, if he didn’t smoke at all; about 
thirty per cent said it would be okay 
if he smoked in moderation, not like a 
smokestack! — Gay Head. 


TODAY’S QUESTION: 


Is It Okay by You if Your Date 
(Boy or Girl) Smokes? Drinks? 


Brown-stained teeth and alcohol breath 
Are not my ideal date 

So if that’s all that’s available 

I'll just sit home and wait! 


Beverly Sperling 
Roosevelt High School 
Washington, D. Cc. 


We prefer dates that smoke to those 
who drink. Better yet, those who do 
neither. 

Five Ninth Grade Girls 
Shumway Jr. High School 
Vancouver, Washington 


Although most girls don’t object, they 
would appreciate it more if a boy didn’t 
smoke on a date. After all“ smoke-reek- 


SESSION 


ing clothes are rather hard to explain 
to your mother! 
LaVonne Petker 
Abraham Lincoln High School 
Council Bluffs, lowa 


Girls who drink or smoke 

To some guys may be oke 

But if I were to choose 

I'd take mine without booze 

We'd enjoy a mild Pepsi or Coke! 
Bill McCleary 
Auburn (indiana) High School 


Who wants to date a show-off 
(smoker) or a stewed tomato (drink- 
er)??? 

Bob Sharkey 
George Inness High School 
Montclair, N. J. 


I think that a boy and girl should not 
smoke on a date, As to drinking, defin- 
itely not! I like to know what I’m doing 
— and he should, too. 

Gloria Carroll 
Oak Ridge (la.) High School 


Definitely, positively, absolutely NO! 
It I go out with a girl and she smokes 
or drinks, I'll drop her like a hot po- 
tato! 

A Boy 
Batavia (Ohio) High School 


If he wants to smoke 
I won't get sore 
But if he doesn’t 
I'll respect him more. 
Eleanor Goode 
Winfield (Kan.) High School 


Smoking and drinking are a waste 
ot time and money and they give the 
public a bad impression of your school. 

Hugh Russell 
Ballard High School 
Seattle, Washington 


They only do it because they think 
it’s “cute” or “smart”—and it isn't 
either. 

Emily Joy 
ta Feria (Texas) High School 


There’s plenty of time to smoke and 
drink later on, not when you're growing 
up. 

Vartan Kalagian 
North Division High School 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Any kind of date I'd like wouldn't be 
the kind to drink. Smoking is a little dif- 
ferent. Although I hate to see teen-age 
boys smoke, find me one who doesn’t! 

Patricia Neill 
East High School 
Rochester, N. Y.. 


If the boys and girls of high school 
age who think they look sophisticated 
and mature when smoking and drink- 
ing, only realized how silly they really 
look, they’d stick to cokes and chewing 
gum! 

Eleanor Kogen 
West High School 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


If she wants to be a nervous, run- 
down, physical wreck before she’s old 
enough to vote, then she'd better look 
somewhere else for dates. Not me! 

Joseph Lesky 
Carteret (N. J.) High School 


Drinking? Sure, it’s okay — as long as 
it's nothing stronger than a coke! I don’t 
mind a boy who smokes moderately, 
but I hate to have one come to the 
house to meet the folks and spend his 
time spilling ashes on the floor. 

A Senior Girl 
Northeast High School 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


Let her smoke 
Well — okay 
Let her drink 
We'll stay away. 
Two Boys 
Brooklyn (N. Y.) Technical High School 


Jeepers, who wants her clothes satu- 
rated with cigarette smoke? Drinking 
only makes a fellow foolish and is very 
embarrassing to his date 

A Girl 
Monrovia (Calif.) High School 


Girls who drink are just a sight 

Boys who drink are always tight 

Smoking is okay for boys 

But from a girl it takes her poise. 
Three Sophomore Girls 
Silverton (Ore.) High School 


I think we can have just as good a 
time without drinking and smoking. 
Betty Millhouse 
Garfield (Kan.) High School 





Kalinin 


Among 
Russia's Leaders 


Marshal Joseph Stalin, absolute dictator 
of Soviet Russia, was born Yosif Djugash- 
vili in 1879 at Georgian town of Gori, son 
of a cobbler who sent him to theological 
seminary. Soon expelled as a Marxist agi- 
tator, he spent 20 years in underground 
revolutionary work, was exiled to Siberian 
prisons six times, escaped five times. After 
Lenin’s death Stalin rose to power by purg- 
ing all opposition. Ruthless, foresighted, 
blunt, practical, persevering, he is short, 
barrel-chested, grizzled, steely-eyed. He 
often jokes, smokes a pipe, doodles during 
interviews. 

Mikhail I. Kalinin has impressive title 
Chairman of Presidium of Supreme Soviet, 
but actually has little executive power. 
Born in 1875 to poor peasants, he learned 
his ABCs from an old soldier, worked as 
an arsenal apprentice, was hounded by the 
czarist police, spent years in exile. A silent 
member of Politburo, he keeps aloof from 
party squabbles, is “Little Father” of peas- 
ants. 

Chief lieutenant and possible successor 
to Stalin is chubby, swarthy, Andrei A. 
Zhdanov, member of omniponent 11-man 
Politburo, and boss of Leningrad district, 
which he pulled through terrible 515 day 
siege. As Chairman of Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee of party, he has great influence on 
foreign policy. 

Only member of Politburo to have vis- 
ited USA is 49-year-old Anastas I. Miko- 
yan, able Commissar of Foreign Trade, 
whose postwar plan for Russia aims at sur- 
passing U. S. industrially by 1960. An Ar- 
menian with many sons, he was a theo- 
logical student, a food trade specialist. 


Stalin 


Litvinov 


Molotov 


Mikoyan 


Head of huge dreaded political police 
(at first called Cheka, then OGPU, now 
NKVD) is suave, heavy-set, Lavrenti P. 
Beria, Commissioner of Interior Affairs. A 
45-year-old peasant Georgian who fought 
in revolution, he is a Polytechnical Insti- 
tute graduate, a studious and learned archi- 
tect. 

An idol of Russians is charming Lazar 
M. Kaganovitch, ablest executive on Polit- 
buro, now Commissar of Railroads. A 
Kiev citizen, he worked in shoe factor- 
ies, became Bolshevik troubleshooter in 
Ukraine and Turkestan, organized heavy 
industry, developed Donets basin, built 
Moscow subway and railroads. 

Stalin’s faithful, plodding right-hand man 
is stocky, bourgeois Viacheslav M. Molotov 
(“Hammer”), former Premier, now at 54 
Commissar of Foreign Affairs. Dubbed by 
Lenin “the best filing clerk in Russia,” he 
is dull and pedantic but a studious, clear- 
headed politician. 

Potent member of Allied Mediterranean 
Commission is Andrei Vishinsky, 61, a dra- 
matic orator from Odessa. Beginning revo- 
lutionary work while a law student, he be- 
came State Prosecutor and purged anti- 
Stalinites in 1936-38 trials. He is rector of 
Moscow University, Director of Law of 
Academy of Sciences, Vice Commissar of 
Foreign Affairs. 

Maxim M. Litvinov speaks for interna- 
tionalism. A keenly intelligent man, witty, 
pudgy Litvinov, now 68, served in Czarist 
army, was exiled to Siberia, escaped to 
Switzerland. He lived 10 years as news- 
paper editor and teacher in England, where 
he married English writer, Ivy Low. He 
served as USSR’s representative in Lon- 
don, Stockholm, Copenhagen, won diplo- 
matic recognition by U. S. A., piloted 
USSR into League of Nations, fought up to 
Munich for collective security, became 
Ambassador to Washington. 

First fully accredited woman diplomat, 
handsome, Mme. Alexandra  Kollontai, 
Ambassador to Sweden, is brilliant states- 
woman, cultured hostess, speaks many 
languages. Daughter of Czarist General, 
she was a revolutionist in Paris, Rome, 


Zhdanov Kaganovitch 


Belgium, was exiled by Czars and jailed by 
Kerensky government. First Commissar of 
Welfare, she wrote most of laws emanci- 
pating Russian women, was ambassador to 
Mexico and helped arrange Russo-Finnish 


peace. 

Blue-eyed, chunky, Marshal Klementi V. 
Voroshilov is Stalin “yes-man,” former 
Commissar of Defense. A boisterous, jolly 
horseman and crack-shot, he was miner, 
metallurgy laborer, led munitions strikes, 
A guerilla general against Germans, Poles 
during revolution, he mismanaged 1940, 
Finnish war, is a better politician than sol- 
dier. 

Chief of Staff and leading field com- 
mander is burly Marshal Georgi K. Zhukov, 
a fencing expert, gymnast and strict disci- 
plinarian who fought Japanese in 1939, 
was one of first to introduce tanks in Red 
Army, broke Russian railroad’s bottleneck, 
held vital Voronezh front throughout Ger- 
man invasion. 

It is Russian ‘artillery more than any 
weapon that has defeated Germans in the 
east. Chief Marshal of Artillery is Nikolai 
N. Voronov, a 225-pound, 6-foot-five giant 
who is a solid, shrewd, well-read peasant. 
He developed massed fire tactics, Katyusha 
rocket gun, defended Moscow and Stalin- 
grad. ‘ 

Russian airforce was first to try massed 
paratroops and glider-borne forces, to co- 
ordinate planes and tanks, Marshal Alex- 
ander A. Novikov, chief of Red Air Force, 
rebuilt airforce after Germans shattered it 
in 1941. 

Many of Russia’s young army generals 
were pupils of tall, august Marshal Boris 
M. Shaposhnikov, Russia’s top military 
strategist and Commander-in-Chief of Red 
Army. A former Czarist colonel, he gradu- 
ated from Imperial Military School head 
of his class, became a Communist, organ- 
ized Frunze Academy (Russian West 
Point). 

Dmitri Shostakovich, one of world’s most 
publicized composers, wrote his Seventh 
Symphony during siege of Leningrad, 
where he served as fire-fighter and trench 
digger. 


All photos from Sovfote 
Voronov 
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THE WORLD IS LOOKING 


Opportunities were never brighter for engineers. 
Immediately ahead of us lie new and ever-ex- 
panding opportunities for every type of engineer- 
ing. All the world is looking to young engineers 
for trained help in putting into effect the vast 
plans industry has for the future. 


Ke stand ready to help young men who are seniors 


in high school to make engineering their career. 


Ten George Westinghouse Engineering Scholar- 
ships are offered each year at Carnegie Institute 
of Technology in Pittsburgh. 


These scholarships normally cover a full en- 
gineering course plus the equivalent of two years 
of practical experience in Westinghouse plants. 


Westin nghouse _ 


Plants in 25 Cities 


TUNE IN: John Charles Thomas, Sunday 2:30, EWT, NBC. 
Ted Malone, Mon. Wed. Fri. 10:15 pm, EWT, Blue Network. 





TO YOUNG ENGINEERS... 


However, under the wartime accelerated schedules, 
students attend Carnegie Tech in the summer 
time as well as during the regular school year. 
Work assignments at Westinghouse plants are 
temporarily suspended. Individual scholarship 
payments amount to $1850. 


Final selections are based on applicant’s general 
ability, engineering aptitude and qualities of 
leadership. 


Scholarship winners are under no obligation to 
work for Westinghouse after graduation, nor does 


Westinghouse make any promise to employ them. 


Applications must be received by February 1, 
1945. Send for full particulars now, 


Supervisor of Scholarships, Educational Department SSe 114 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
306 Fourth Avenue, P.O. Box 1017, Pittsburgh 30, Pa. 


Please send me an application form, and full information about 
the George Westinghouse Engineering Scholarships at Carnegie Insti- 


tute of Technology. 





(PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT) 














TELESCOPE PRECISION 
is writing pen history. Why? 


They say the Wearever Zenith is making 
pen history. Why? Is it the 14-carat gold 
point? The exclusive “C-Flow” feed? The 
distinctive beauty of the pen? It is all 
these PLUS . . . something more besides. 
Experts rave about its hidden qualities. 
They liken these to the precision stand- 
ards required for a fine telescope—so ex- 
ceptional is the new value, beauty, writing 
facility of your Wearever Zenith. Made 
by David Kahn, Inc. (Established 1896) 


nora $228 





THE KNIVES 
(Continued) 


blotted Ludmilla out, shut the window 
with a bang and menaced Pashka with 
her finger. 

Pashka dragged himself home, spent 
two weeks of torment, prowled round 
Prosvirin Street by night and terrified 
passers-by, who took him for a thief, got 
into desperate straits; and on the third 
Sunday cleaned his coat and trousers, 
polished his shoes and went straight 
to beard the lion in his den. Ludmil- 
lotchka herself opened the door, gasped 


.| with astonishment and clutched at her 


heart; but Pashka marched straight past 
her into the room where her parents 
were drinking tea with milk and said: 

“Bon appetit and your pardon, little 
Father, and yours, little Mother, but 
I cannot live without Ludmillotchka. I 
was lost the moment I set eyes on her. 
Do as you please — here I am, master 
smith of the 6th class, plus bonuses, 
member of the union since 1917, drink 
no spirits, pay alimony to nobody, so 
there’s no trouble in that way either.” 

“I am no little Father to you,” the 
old man screamed, “and my wife is 
not your little Mother.” 

“And what do you mean by bursting 
in on strangers in their own house?” the 
wife added in a bass voice. “The idea! 
We have very different suitors in mind. 
Think of it, 6th class! Last year even 
a house-owner spoke for Ludmilla and 
we turned him down. Kindly leave the 
house, comrade! And the girl — under 
lock and key is well enough.” 

“I make up to a thousand rubles in 
hard cash by the Champion Quoits 
alone in the season,” the father put in 
pugnaciously, “and the prizes alone are 
worth four hundred rubles. Ludmil- 
lotchka wants a husband with capital 
to extend the business. So — good day.” 

“Then you won't let me have her?” 
Pashka asked in a voice of despair. 

“No,” the old man squealed. 

“Very well,” -Pashka said threatening- 
ly. “But you haven't heard the last of 
me. I'll lead you a dance yet. Good-bye, 
Ludmillotchka, hold on and — wait!” 

Ludmillotchka, however, was sitting 
in the passage on a chest, wringing her 
hands. 

Pashka set his teeth and went to 
Sucharev Market and bought himself a 
sharp kitchen knife. When he got home 
he shut himself up. Winter came and 
went. The ice was removed on sledges 
from the Fresh Ponds. Pashka went de- 
liberately to work. At nights he lay low 
at home and his neighbors heard a sub- 
dued ringing noise proceeding from his 
room, Perhaps he was learning to play 


the guitar. No one could say. The river 
rose. The sun got warmer. 

Pashka went regularly Sunday by 
Sunday to see whether the booth was 
open yet. It was shut. The green parrot 
with a red tail sat against its blue 
weathered background, and the fresh 
green of the lime trees waved above it. 
Pashka was lean and sombre. One fine 
Sunday the booth was offen. The gap- 
ing crowd surged around the entrance. 

‘Pashka shouldered his way through 
crowd and stepped politely up to the 
counter. His eyes shone like steel above 
his strong cheek bones. Ludmilla was 
collecting the rings. No sooner had he 
entered than all the color left her face; 
she went a transparent white. Her 
father took a step back. 

“By your leave, friends,” Pashka said 
gruffly, shouldering a fellow aside who 
was throwing his rings, and without a 
glance at the old man he made a sign 
to the girl. She handed the rings as 
though she were nearly fainting. He 
touched her cold fingers and tossed a 
three-ruble piece down on the counter. 

“You ought to have hired a cart, 
friend, for the samovar.” There was a 
tittter at his back. 


Without turtiing round, Pashka took‘ 


hold of the ring and flung it negligently. 
A brief tinkle was heard. The ring had 
fallen over the knife without so much 
as touching it. The old men scratched 
his nose hurriedly and uneasily put a 
box of Balaev sweetmeats down in front 
of Pashka. Pashka pushed it aside and 
threw his second ring as casually as he 
had the first. It fell just as easily and 
surely over the second blade. The old 
man scarcely had time to trot to the 
shelves before three more riggs lightly 
skimmed the air and with scarcely a 
sound encircled three more knives. The 
crowd was dumb. 

The old man turned his little face to 
Pashka and blinked. A dark drop of 
sweet stood out like a wart on his fore- 
head. Pashka stood leaning elegantly 
on the counter with feet crossed. 

“Well, Papa, what about Ludmil- 
lotchka now?” he asked quietly. 

“I won't let you have her,” her father 
answered in his treble pipe. 

“You won't,” Pashka said sleepily. 
“Right. Hey, you,” he called out to a 
boy, “run to the Pokrovski gate for a 
cart and you shall have the samovar. 
Out of the way, Papa.” 

Pashka’s face went steely. He braced 
himself and lightly raised his arm. The 
knives quivered and sank under the as- 
sault of the rings. The crowd roared and 
raged and grew to a mob. People ran to 
the booth from all sides. Pashka scarcely 
troubled to take aim. Not a ring fell 
into the sack. In five minutes all was 
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over. Pashka wiped his forehead with 
his sleeve. The crowd made way. The 
cart was drawn up outside the booth. 

“Load up,” Pashka said. 

“What do you mean to do?” the old 
man asked in agony, hopping from one 
foot to another round the shelves. 

“Do? Nothing. Chuck ‘em into the 
pond and have done with it.” 

“Yes, but why, comrade?” the old 
tellow whimpered. “The goods alone 
are worth four hundred rubles.” 

“Even if they were worth a thousand, 
the plunder belongs to me. I won it 
honestly. The people here are my wit- 
nesses. I do what I like. If I like, I keep 
the loot. If I don’t like, I chuck it.” 

“That’s quite right,” the crowd roared 
enthusiastically. “But not the gramo- 
phone! Don’t chuck that in too.” 

Volunteers soon had the cart loaded. 

“Off you go,” Pashka commanded. 

“Where are you going?” the old man 
blubbered. “I shan’t dare show-my nose 
at my house again after this. . . . Are 
you really going to sink the lot?” 

“Yes,” Pashka said. “Drive onto the 
landing stage.” 


TED’S ALERT! 








“Have you no shame?” 

Pashka braced his brawny arm. The | 
cart moved off surrounded by a living | 
ring of cheering people and did not stp | 
until it reached the landing stage. Pash- 
ka took the leather boots from the top 
of the pile and threw them into the 
water, The crowd gasped. 

“Stop,” the old man cried. 

Pashka laid his hand on top of the 


loot and said quietly, lowering his eyes: |. 


“For the last time, Papa, give me the 
girl and you can have your junk and 
I'll never again come within a hundred 
yards of your booth as long as I live. 
But otherwise I'll blow your whole show 
sky-high, Papa.” 

“Take her!” the old man squealed. 
“Curse you — take her!” 

“Ludmillotchka,” Pashka said as he 
left the cart. His face was pale. 

She stood beside him, hiding her face 
in her sleeve in her embarrassment. 

“The show is over, comrades. You can 
go,” Pashka said, taking the girl by 
the arm as carefully as if she were made 
of porcelain. 

The scent of lilac filled the whole 
gardens. Lilac was everywhere,’ lilac 
petals in the air, lilac petals in the 
water. The moon, high in the dark vio- 
let-blue of the sky above the lime trees, 
was as sharp as a knife. And its new- 
born light broke in reflections on the 
water, melting into rings large and 
small, just like gold wedding rings, 
come to life 


_ Reprinted from Tellers of Tales, by W. 
Somerset Maugham, copyright, 1939 by 





Doubleday, Doran and Company, Inc. 
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Scholastic Literary and Music Awards | == 


Czarist. * 
paper pu 
News. 


Of course, we'll agree that writing a fine short story, poem, essay or radio ' - ) 


play; or composing a lovely song or a string ensemble provides a wonder- of oppro 
_ ful satisfaction in itself. Yet, if in addition to this pleasure, you can make is grazh 
. your work win you not only honor but CASH as well, you are just that — 
much ahead. Besides, every good piece of writing SHOULD be read by addressin 
others; and every eloquent musical composition MUST be heard to be 
appreciated. So plan NOW to enter your work in Scholastic Literary The } 
Awards or Scholastic Music Awards. $1500 goes to the writers with The first 
talent, and over $700 goes to high school composers. ascendec 


Enter any or all of these Classifications my 


ulary: 
11 LITERARY 6 MUSIC (which 


“fox tro 
ft 3 
og ory Song for solo voice (cowboy 


Essay Composition for solo instrument And, of 
*Radio Play with piano accompaniment —— 
Literary Article Composition for piano a 
Book Review Part-song for quartette with wing 9 
Autobiographical Sketch piano accompaniment 

Humor Part-song for quartette without 

Current Events piano accompaniment As a 
Historical Article Composition for not more than _ ilh 
**War Memorial Plan six instruments shipyard 


M 
*By special arrangement with the National Conference of Christians and Jews <a 


who will provide the prizes, the Radio Play section will be devoted to the until he 
presentation of the great need for racial and religious understanding and the 
brotherhood of man. 

A Co: 
Lincoln’ 
Name wW 
America 


*®This is a classification for class work in which an entire group is to develop 

a plan for a memorial to the men who have died in World War II which will 

be a living memorial dedicated to the best interests of the community. The 

prizes will be awarded for the use of the class submitting the plan or to the 

entire school. Scholastic will provide these prizes. F The § 

ing the ] 

inhabita: 

For complete details write for a Literary Awards Rules Booklet, or a Music Awards Rules Booklet (be and wri 
sure to specify which one) to: SCHOLASTIC MAGAZINE, 220 East 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y. 
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RUSSIANA 


The first ruler of Russia was a Norse- 
man, Rurik. That was about 900 A.D. 


There is no “h” sound in the Russian 
language. In transliterating foreign words 
or names, a hard “g” is substituted for the 
“h” sound. Thus Hoover becomes Goover, 
and Huey Long, Gooey Long. It also gives 
the Muscovites a nice alliteration: Gitler, 
Gimmler, Goering, Goebbels. 


There are three Russian-language news- 
papers published in New York. One is lib- 
eral, one is pro-Soviet and one is pro- 
Czarist. There is an English-language news- 
paper published in Moscow — The Moscow 
News. 

* . o 


After the revolution, the title gospodin 


(mister) went out of use except as a term | 
of opprobrium. The polite form of address | 
is grazhdanin, grazhdanka (citizen, citi- | 


zeness). Tovarisch (comrade) is used only 
among Communist Party members or in 
addressing government officials. 


The Romanovs reigned for 304 years. 
The first of the dynasty was Michael, who 
ascended the throne in 1618. 


Mafy English words and Americanisms 
have become part of the Russian vocab- 
ulary: “cocktail,” “bar,” “music hall” 
(which they pronounce “muzeek kholl”), 
“fox trot,” “two step,” “jazz.” “Kovboi” 
(cowboy) is well known to youngsters. 
And, of course, all adults are familiar with 
the technical terms: tractor, combine, har- 
vester, and lately, “jeep.” And one hears 
mouzhiks in the remotest provinces glibly 
saying “Okay.” 


° oO © 


As a youth, Peter the Great, Russia’s 
most illustrious Czar, worked in a Dutch 
shipyard. 


Maxim Gorky, one of the leading Russian 
writers of the 20th century, was illiterate 
until he was twenty-one. 


A Cossack officer was one of President 
Lincoln’s generals in the Civil War. His 
tame was Ivan Turchaninov, which he 
Americanized to John Turchin. 


. o o 


The Soviet Government claims that dur- 
ing the past twenty years about 100 million 
inhabitants of Russia have learned to read 
and write. 


Lenin, the leader of the Bolshevik revo- 
lution, was himself of noble birth. 


— 








Learn more about 
Amateur 


Radio 


®@ You can get a copy of this book by sending a quarter 
to The American Radio Relay League, 38 LaSalle Road, 
West Hartford 7, Connecticut (no stamps, please). 


Send for this Book— 


HOW TO BECOME A 
RADIO AMATEUR 


This splendid book, ‘‘How to Become a Radio Amateur,” is recognized 
as the standard elementary guide for the prospective amateur. It tells 
you everything you want to know about this fascinating hobby — learn- 
ing code signals, sending and receiving and complete details on the 
installation of a simple and inexpensive amateur station. Amateurs are 
off the air during wartime but think of the thrills ahead when they resume 
world wide communications — talking in code and voice to each other 
at points all around the world. 


There's fun for you on the short wave bands. Hallicrafters will have 
the kind of equipment you want — high in performance but not too high 
in price. Hallicrafters sets have been used in all branches of the armed 
services and have figured in most major assaults, helping to save lives. 
by coordinating the land, sea and air attacks. The same kind of sets 
that turned in such brilliant war records will be excellent for amateur use. 


Start your postwar plans for participation in amateur radio now 
by sending for this book. Specify: “How to Become a Radio 
ft Book No. $M-2. Price twenty-five cents. Please do 
not send stamps. Send all requests to The American Radio Re- 
lay League, 38 LaSalle Road, West Hartford 7. Connecticut. —— 
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All-Russian Quiz 


(Based on This Issue) 


I. RUSSIAN BIOGRAPHY 


Match items in the right hand column 
with those in the left by inserting the 
proper numbers in the parentheses. 


( ) composer 
( ) present Premier of 
Russia 


1. Lenin 


2. Mikoyan 


) Chief of - Staff 

) classic writer 

) Bolshevik leader 
expelled from party 

) first Premier of So- 
viet Union 

) scientist 

) headed former Pro- 
visional Govern- 
ment 

) heads Foreign 
Trade Monopoly 

) Commissar of 
Foreign Affairs 


. Pushkin 

. Kerensky 

. Zhukov 

. Molotov 

. Stalin 

. Trotsky 

. Shostakovich 


. Bogomolets 





Ist PRIZE 
2nd PRIZE 


sees... $25 War Bond 
$15 in War Stamps 


$10 in War Stamps 
15 Prizes of $1 in War Stamps 


100 Honorable Ment! 1-lb. packag 





of Planters Peanuts 


FREE TO EVERY CONTESTANT: Attractive new 2-color poster, 
“Playing Fitness is Fighting Fitness’—svitable for framing. Il- 
od with action 


lustrat 


tographs from Planters advertisements. 


FIND 10 MISTAKES IN THIS PICTURE 


Read These Rules Carefully 


1 Anyone under the age of twenty-one may 
o compete. 


Study the scene above and list on a sheet 

of paper ten mistakes you find in it. State 
each carefully and clearly. With your list submit 
a slogan, totaling 15 words or less, on Planters 
Pegnuts. 


4 Mail entries to Planters Contest Editor, 
6 Rm. 2408, 220 East 42nd St., New York 
17, N. Y., to arrive by midnight, January 2, 
1945. No entries accepted after that date. 
5. Prizes will be awarded to those submitting 
correct lists of 10 mistakes in the picture, 
and whose slogans are considered most accurate 
and suitable for advertising and publicity use. 
Judges’ decision is final. Winners will be an- 
nounced in Senior Scholastic, World Week and 
Junior Scholastic, February 5, 1945 issues. In 
the event of a tie for any prize offered, a prize 
identical with that tied for will be awarded each 
tying contestant. 





ll. RUSSIA PAST AND PRESENT 


Underscore the correct word or 
phrase. 

1. The revolutionists of 1825 were 
known as: (a) Octobrists; (b) Men- 
sheviks; (c) Decembrists. 

2. The last Czar of Russia was: (a) 
Alexander II; (b) Nicholas IT; (c) Ivan. 

8. In the first World War, Russia was 
aligned with: (a) the neutral coun- 
tries; (b) the Central Powers; (c) the 
Western democracies. 

4. Last year, Russia officially dis- 
solved (a) the Comintern; (b) the Com- 
munist party; (c) the Council of Peo- 
ple’s Commissars. , 

5. Trotsky’s faction demanded: (a) 
permanent revolution; (b) continuance 
of the NEP; (c) support of Stalin. 

6. Workers on Russia’s collective 
farms are called: (a) kulaks; (b) kol- 
khoz members; (c) Stakhanovites. 

7. Serfdom in Russia was abolished 
in (a) 1861; (b) 1914; (c) 1917. 


ill. LIFE IN RUSSIA 


Mark each statement T (true) or F 
(false). 

1. Pre-revolutionary Russia was an 
important producer of manufactured 
goods. 

2. The USSR is third in world cotton 
production. 

8. The plains around Tashkent are 
an unproductive desert region. 

4. In the beach resorts of the Cri- 
mea temperatures are uniformly mild. 

5. The Supreme Soviet of the USSR 
consists of two chambers. 

6. A majority of USSR citizens be- 
long to the Communist party. 

7. Stalin has encouraged the growth 
of independent trade unions. 

8. The Soviet worker is paid by piece 
work. 


IV. GEOGRAPHY 


Match items in the right hand column 
with those in the left by inserting the 
proper numbers in the parentheses. 

1. Brest-Litovsk ( ) formerly Petrograd 
) port on Sea of 

Japan 
) steel 
8. Kazakh U 
) scene of 1918 

treaty with Ger- 

many 
oo ) Black Sea port in 
Crimea 
) northern Siberian 
center 
) a Constituent Re- 
public 

) territory claimed 
by Russia 

) river basin rich in 
coal and steel 

) town north of Arc- 

. Sevastopol tic Circle 


2. Bessarabia 
center in 


. Leningrad 


. Magnitogorsk 
. Murmansk 
. Yakutsk 


. Vladivostok 
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Words of the Week 


Stalin (std lin) 

Molotov (mé 1 tdf) 

Mikoyan (mi ké ydn) 

Zhukow (zhdo kof) 

Stakhanow (sti kd nf). Russian coal 
miner who started movement to speed up 
production by rewarding efficient workers. 

B. Shostakovich (dmé tré shd sti 

ké vich) 

Magnitogorsk (mig ni td gérsk) 

Uzbek (60z bék). Soviet Socialist Re- 
public in southwest Asiatic Russia. 

Sevastopol (si vds tuh pél) 

Vladivostok (vii di vis t6k) 

Verkhoyansk (ver ko yansk). Town in 
northern Asiatic Russia. 

Bukovina (b66 ké vé nai). Northern part 
of Romania, claimed by Russia. 

Tatar (ta taér). Pass leading into Czecho- 
slovakia. 

kulak (k60 lak). Landowning Russian 
peasant. 

soviet (s6 vé &t). Group of representa- 
tives elected annually by urban workers,~ 
soldiers and peasants in USSR. 

autonomous (6 ton 6 mis). Having the 
right to self-government. 

proletariat (pré le tdr ré at): Working 
people generally. 

agronomy (& gré nd mi). The scientific 
management of land. 

Comintern. The former Communist in- 
ternational organization. 

commissar. Head of a government de- 
partment in USSR. 
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Send for this Free Booklet 
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above Free booklet: “‘The Guidebook to Rifle 
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At every party, Francie Falk 
Would drive the boys away, 

For she was shy and couldn’t talk | 
Not knowing what to say. 


SS EE os OeEe Eger Bmore 


But Selma Smith would act with poise 
And was her high school’s queen, 

She learned to mix with girls and boys 
By reading SEVENTEEN. 


Not so was gay Patricia Pert 
Who scared each boy she passed 
She coyly smiled as if to flirt 
The boys would run, but fast. 
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15¢ on sale at all newsstands first of every month 








If you cannot buy SEVENTEEN at your newsstand, use this coupon— 


SEVENTEEN, Circulation Dept. G, 
400 N. Broad St., Philadelphia 1, Pa, 


I am enclosing $1.50 (check or money order) for which please send me 
SEVENTEEN for 12 months (24 months, $2.50). 
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CLASSROOM MATERIALS ON RUSSIA 


BOOKS 


Titles marked with an asterisk are es- 
pecially suited for student reading. 

*The Russians, by Albert Rhys Williams 
(Harcourt, Brace, $2.00). Sympathetic 
study of Soviet life, incuding wartime de- 
velopments. 

*My Lives in Russia, by Markoosha 
Fischer (Harper, $2.75). Story of the au- 
thor’s years in Russia tells much of living 
conditions with personal anecdotes. 

°A Treasury of Great Russian Short 
Stories, edited by A. Yarmolinsky .(Mac- 
millan, $4.00). Representative works of 
great Russian authors. 

Soviet Communism: A New Civilization, 
by Sidney and Beatrice Webb (Scribner, 
2 vols. $7.50). Encyclopedic study by 
warm admirers of Soviet system, including 
the text of the Soviet Constitution of 1937, 
translated by Anna Louise Strong. 

°Ten Days That Shook the World, by 
John Reed (Modern Library, $.95). A 
vivid account of the October Revolution of 
1917 by the American radical writer, who 
was in Russia throughout the revolutionary 
period. 

Mission to Moscow, by Joseph E. Davies 
(Simon and Schuster, $3.00; Pocket Books, 
$.25). Dispatches to the State Depart- 
ment, official and personal correspond- 
ence, and the author’s journal. 

Russia and Postwar Europe, by David J. 


Dallin (Yale University Press, $2.75). An 
interpretation and analysis of the basic 
aims of Soviet foreign policy by a Russian- 
born historian exiled for his political opin- 
ions. 

The Tempering of Russta, by tlya Ebr 
enburg (Knopf, $3.00). A powertul tribute 
to the heroism of his people and a savage 
indictment of the Nazi crimes against 
them, by one of Russia’s greatest journal. 
ists. 

"One World, by Wendell L. Willkie 
(Simon and Schuster, cloth $2.00; paper, 
$1.00). His vivid account of his trip around 
the ‘world, to the fighting fronts, including 
his impressions of the USSR, the Soviet 
people, and a report of his conversations 
with Stalin. 

*Mother Russia, by Maurice Hindus 
(Doubleday, Doran, $3.50). Valuable ob- 
servations on wartime changes in the lives 
of the Russian people 

°USSR: The Story of Soviet Russia, 
by Walter Duranty (Lippincott, $3.00) 
Based on his long residence in the Soviet 
Union as correspondent for the New York 
Times. Mr. Duranty. summarizes his ex 
periences and appraises the present status 
of the regime. 


PAMPHLETS 
The People of the USSR. (East and 
West Association, 40 E. 49th St.. N. Y. 17, 
N. Y., 40c) 
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vention. Kenneth M. Gould, Editor-in-Chief, will be host at the Social Studies 
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sion to the party. The party will start at 5:45 P.M. on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 24, and end before evening session. The place will be stated ir 


WHICH CONVENTION DO YOU PLAN TO ATTEND? 
(C0 National Council of Teachers of English 


(C0 National Council for the Social Studies 
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Russia at War, by Vera Micheles Dean 
(Foreign Policy Association, “Headline 
Books,” No. 34, 25c). 

Land of the Soviets, by Marguerite Ann 
Stewart, edited by Maxwell S. Stewart (In- 
stitute of Pacific Relations, 1 E. 54th St., 
N. Y. 22, N. Y., 40c) 


MAPS 

An Atlas of the U.S.S.R. (16 maps with 
explanatory text) by Jasper H. Stembridge 
(Oxford University Press, 10c) 

Soviet Russia in Maps: Its Origins and 
Development, edited by George S. Goodall 
(Denoyer-Geppert Co., 52 Ravens 
wood Avenue, Chicago, Ill 


PERIODICALS 

Asia Magazine ( Asia and the Americas) 
Articles of cultural and political interest, 
illustrations, book reviews. 

Foreign Policy Bulletins. Weekly inter- 
pretations of current international events 
published by the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion 

Soviet 
America 
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2-04 


$1.00) 


Russia Today. Soviet organ in 


SOURCES OF INFORMATION AND 
MATERIALS 

Russian War Relief. 11 
N. Y. 16, N. ¥ 

American Russian Institute, 56 W. 45th 
St., N. Y. 19, N. Y. 

Institute for Russian Studies of the Rand 
School of Social Science, 7 E. 15th St., 
N. Y. 3, N. ¥ 


SOUND FILMS, 16MM 


The following films may be rented trom 
Brandon Fims., Inc., 1600 Broadway, N. Y. 
19, N. Y. Send for a catalogue listing many 
others 

Harvest Festival. Harvest time in the Sov- 
iet Ukraine (pre-war) accompanied by 
folk songs. 28 min., rental $5.00 

Russia Fights Back. Historic winter ot- 
tensive of 1942, including scenes of the 
Battle of Stalingrad and of an attack on a 
U. S. carrier 10 min.. rental $1.25 


E. 35th St., 


Share Your Christmas 


Here is a message from the Russian War 
Relief to the boys and girls in your class 
We are sending it to them through you, so 
that you can give it the warmth and appeal 
ot a word of mouth special delivery. 

Russias 15,000,000 war orphans and 
refugees are in desperate need of warm 
clothing. It is the sacrifices of these boys 
and girls that are bringing closer the true 
Christmas spirit of “Peace on earth, good 
will to men.” Now, in this Christmas sea- 
son, Russian War Relief is asking you to 
share your Christmas with one of these 
Russian children by adding a present for a 
young Russian ally to your Christmas gift 
list. You can send your present to your 
local Russian War Relief headquarters. 
Special gay Christmas gift tags are avail- 
able on which you can write your name 
and address, making it your personal mes- 
sage of good will. So send your gift of 
Christmas cheer to a Russian friend. 
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Four SCHOLASTIC BOOKSHOP 
publications give your students ad- 
vice on school activities, community 
service, the presidential election—and 
other topics of widespread student 
interest and value! 


Order These Inexpensive Booklets 
for Your Classes Today! 


MAKING THE MOST OF HIGH SCHOOL LIFE 
Hi There, High School! By Gay Head. 72 pages. 
The pocket-size primer for new students—a store of infor- 
mation on getting along in high school, taking part in 
activities, streamlined study habits, etc 15 
Single copy—20e. In orders of 10 or more, each.... ¢ 


YOUTH COMBATS JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
Boy dates Girl—Third Series. By Gay Head. 32 pp. 
Here’s how an alert group of students organize and operate 
their own successful recreation center. Plus more stories on 

jobs, family relationships, dating, etc. 10 
Single copy—t5e. In orders of 10 or more, each.... ¢ 


JUNIOR HIGH AND THE HOME FRONT 

Bib and Tuck Stories. By Gay Head. 32 pages. 
18 lively adventure stories of the energetic ‘“Tucker Kids” 
featuring ideas for home front drives, helping war workers, 
tales from the fighting fronts, etc. 10 
Single copy—t5e. In orders of 10 or more, each.... ¢ 


HOW OUR GOVERNMENT WORKS 


Congress at Work, By Scholastic Staff. 32 pages. 
A graphic story of how our laws are made and the men who 
make them. Many photographs and diagrams. Published 
several years ago, but still up-to-date. 10 
Single copy—t5e. In order of 10 or more, each.... ¢ 
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HOW I USE SCHOLASTIC 


Teacher Competition in Classroom Methods 


Prize winning letter from Sister Mary 
Hester, 458 Eugenie Street, Chicago 
14, Illinois. 

Teaching the social sciences has 
never been a sinecure. In the light of 
swiftly shifting events it has become a 
task of tremendous import. High school 
youngsters are more vitally concerned 
about the pressing problems of today, 
and the even larger problems of tomor- 
row than at any previous time in Amer- 
ican history. 

Three years ago we were faced with 
a difficult alternative—to continue 
teaching citizenship in the traditional 
fashion with the guidance of a civics 
text book — or to dare to be different 
and to attempt to teach citizenship 
through current history, using Scholas- 
tic as our medium. 

The text book was decidedly the 
easier way. It is static, almost dogmatic 
in its decisive, unarguable statements, 
although an alert teacher can stretch it 
into flexible contours. It covers a defi- 
nite amount of territory, is predictable 
and divisible by the quarter and the 
day. 

But ours is a world changing with the 
speed of light, and while the Constitu- 
tion and the traditionally democratic 
way of life are tundamental in this, our 
America, we felt 2 subtle intellectual 
dishonesty in rote teaching of facts 
which even slow students knew were 
not functioning in this war-focused 
world. 

It would be better, we thought, to 
accept the obviously crystal fact that 
our century is fluid and our America 
partakes, in some degree, at least, in 
the state of flux. If we are training citi- 
zens for the world of today and tomor- 
row there would seem to be little point 
in preparing them to face the problems 
ot Jefferson and Jackson, unless, of 
course, they be unfinished business tor 
today. 

And so we teach Scholastic. We use 
it as the springboard for discussion in 
the spirit of the American institution 
of free speech. 

The classroom procedure is probably 
unorthodox, and though following a re- 
current pattern, has not jelled into any- 
thing remotely resembling a system. 
The only unalterable part of the pro- 
gram is the weekly “time out” when 
the magazine is distributed for reading 
of jokes and “Boy dates Girl.” Occa- 
sionally we comment on these features, 
although usually the content is too. ob- 
vious to call for discussion. 

Unpedagogically. we usually begin 


with the dessert and read and relish the 
short stories, biographies, and essays. 
We use the Combined Edition and do 
not hesitate to step over the social sci- 
ence border into English territory. Fre- 
quently some of the best “citizenship” 
material does not appear thus labeled. 

We are fortunate in the possession of 
a P.A. system, and use it frequently 
for radio workshop presentations of 
Scholastic skits. Panel discussions and 
informal debates aid in the develop- 
ment of articulate Americans, and the 
necessity of proving a point to an in- 
credulous and frequently prejudiced 
student audience does much toward 
overcoming a dangerous tendency to 
superficial thinking and snap generali- 
ties. 

We do not always agree with Scholas- 
tic’s statements or attitudes. Our philos- 
ophy of life and education sometimes 
comes into sharp conflict with an ex- 
pression of opinion, an overtone of 
meaning. We have found evidence of 
subjective slanting in articles, and have 
used these to point out how inevitable 
it is that sincerely convinced writers 
sometimes consciously or unconsciously 
propagandize. 

The teaching aids in the teachers 
edition provide valuable projects and 
techniques, though they are obviously 
too detailed to be more than suggestive. 
We have found it helpful to spend most 
time on the topics which admit of dis- 
cussion and whick have significance in 
the lives of the young people and their 
families, and which deal with world 
problems and post-war issues. 

Postcards are kept on hand and any 
student interested in sending for addi- 
tional material is free to use one. Much 
valuable teaching material is available 
tor classroom use gratis, and Scholastic 
serves as an excellent source of infor- 
mation regarding this type of material. 

Student interest in current history is 
spontaneous and is frequently stimv- 
lated by some discussion. The teacher 
who undertakes to guide student think- 
ing in American government and world 
problems must be willing to spend 
hours in persona! reading and research. 
She will all too frequently meet a bar- 
rage of questions which have their 
origin not in the minds of the question- 
ers, but in the skepticism of their par- 
ents. She will be challenged as to avu- 
thority for even purely factual material 
— the existence of a president in Russia 
being an example of this type of doubt. 

Teaching Scholastic is not easy teach- 
ing -- but it is stimulating. 
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